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EC Transfer Students Again Earn Highest GPA at Four-Year Institutions
SPECIAL TO THE TOm-TOm

For the second straight year, students who 
transferred from East Central Community Col-
lege to four-year institutions earned the highest 
cumulative grade point average (GPA) of all 
community college transfers in the state of Mis-
sissippi.

Students who transferred from East Cen-
tral to one of the state’s eight public, four-year 
institutions earned a 3.22 GPA, according to 
data released from the Mississippi Institutions 
of Higher Learning (IHL). Students from the 
community/junior college with the second high-
est GPA earned a 3.21. The average for all 15 

community colleges 
combined was a 3.13 
GPA.

The report also 
again showed that 
community college 
transfer students 
performed academi-
cally as well or better 
in university courses 
than students who be-
gan their education at 
the senior institutions. 
The “native” students 
earned a 3.10 GPA.

ECCC President Dr. Billy Stewart said that 
he was extremely proud of the former students 
and for the role East Central Community Col-
lege faculty and staff played in preparing the 
students to transfer to the four-year university 
level.

“This data, compiled and reported by the IHL, 
affirms the results of our college’s dedication 
to Student Success and Teaching and Learn-
ing, two hallmark commitments of our strategic 
plan for the future, 2020 Vision,” Stewart said. 
“When we adopted this plan in February 2013, 
these are the results we anticipated. Our faculty 
and staff are to be commended for preparing 
East Central transfer students well for the 

academic challenges of a university. Based on 
the performance of our transfer students, no one 
does that better in the state of Mississippi than 
East Central Community College.”

East Central Community College offers the 
two-year pre-baccalaureate Associate of Science 
and Associate of Arts degrees, with more than 
201 areas of concentration. These academic 
courses are guaranteed to transfer as a result 
of an Articulation Agreement between Missis-
sippi’s community colleges and the state’s public 
four-year colleges and universities. 

The college also offers two-year terminal de-
grees in healthcare, career and technical fields 
of study.DR. STEWART

Welcome Back Week 
Activities Planned 

By mAdELOn TAyLOr
Editor

Welcome Back Week is the first week of school at East Central. 
During this week, the Student Body Association plans and pro-
vides numerous activities for students 
to get involved. 

Welcome Back Week is a week that 
many students look forward to. This 
week is filled with fun and students 
can enjoy themselves. Welcome Back 
Week is a week that everyone gets to 
know each other, adjust to “college 
life,” get active and involved and have 
fun! 

“This is a time that students have to 
just be college kids and make memo-
ries to start out the school year,” SBA 
President Kaylee Yates, said. “I am 
so excited for this new school year to 
begin. Welcome Back Week is a week 
that everyone enjoys. I look forward 
to meeting all the new students, and 
reconnecting with friends I met last 
year.” 

Yates also said, “A lot of planning has gone into making this 
Welcome Back Week unforgettable, and I encourage all students 
to attend as many events as possible!”  

SBA Sponsor Dr. Amanda Walton said, “We hope that our  

YATES
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The East Central Community College 
Lady Diamond Warriors advanced to the 
championship game of the 2015 National 
Junior College Athletic Association Divi-
sion II Softball National Championship 
Saturday, May 16, before falling to Kanka-
kee Community College 5-1.

The second-place finish in the nation is 
the highest-ever for the college’s softball 
program.

The Lady Diamond Warriors ended 
their record-breaking season with a 48-14 
record. In addition to finishing second at 
the NJCAA National Championship, Head 
Coach Kristin Chaney’s team also finished 
second in the South Division of Mississippi 
Association of Community and Junior Col-
leges league play, second in the MACJC 
State Tournament, and runner-up in the 

NJCAA Region 23 Tournament.
“This was a very special year for East 

Central Community College softball,” said 
Chaney. “I just cannot say enough about 
the heart of these players and their will 
to win. We seemed to battle adversity the 
entire national championship tournament, 
but they never gave up. Even when we 
were down four runs in the final inning 
of the final game, they still thought they 
would win.

“We only lose four sophomores off this 
year’s team and we have some talented 
freshmen beginning school at East Cen-
tral in the fall, so I like our chances to be 
highly competitive next season.”

East Central, the No. 5 seed in the tour-
nament, had to win five straight games 
in the NJCAA National Championship 
tournament to advance to the finals after 
losing 16-2 to Des Moines Area Communi-
ty College of Iowa on Thursday to fall into 

the losers’ bracket. Overall, ECCC finished 
6-2 in the four-day, 16-team tournament.

ECCC entered the championship game 
against Kankakee after having already 
played two games on Saturday and sitting 
through rain delays. The No 8 seed Cava-
liers out of Kankakee, Ill., were 4-0 in the 
tournament up to that point and had not 
played since 4 p.m. the previous day.

The Lady Diamond Warriors grabbed 
the lead first, 1-0, when Katlyn Duke of 
Neshoba Central High School tripled in 
the bottom of the fourth, scoring Anna 
Katherine Nowell of Leake Academy, who 
had singled.

Kankakee answered and then some in 
the top of the sixth, scoring all five of its 
runs on four hits, including two home 
runs, to take a 5-1 lead. East Central was 
unable to score again as the Cavaliers 

ECCC Softball Lady Diamond Warriors Finish 
2nd in Nation at NJCAA National Championship

SPECIAL TO THE TOM-TOM
Second in Nation: The East Central Community College softball team with their trophy after finishing second in the nation at the 2015 Na-
tional Junior College Athletic Association Division II National Tournament. 

‘Meet the Warriors’ 
Set for Aug. 24

SPECIAL TO THE TOm-TOm

The public is invited to 
“Meet the Warriors” when 
East Central Community 
College hosts the annual pep 
rally and player introductions 
event scheduled for 6:30 p.m., 
Monday, Aug. 24, at Bailey 
Stadium.

ECCC President Dr. Billy 
Stewart will welcome the 
anticipated large crowd for the 
event and provide comments 
about the upcoming athletics 
seasons. 

Performing groups include 
the Wall O’ Sound Marching 
Band, Centralettes and the 
Warrior cheerleading squad.

Members of ECCC’s men’s 
golf, men’s and women’s soc-
cer, and football teams will be 
introduced by their coaches.

The men’s and women’s soc-
cer teams begin fall action at 
1 and 3 p.m., respectively, on 
Friday, Aug. 21, at Meridian 
Community College.

The 2015 edition of the War-
rior football team begins its 
fall season on the synthetic 
turf of Bailey Stadium on the 
ECCC campus at 6:30 p.m., 
Thursday, Aug. 27, against 
Mississippi Delta. The public 
is invited to attend. Admission 
is $7.

The men’s golf team begins 
play Sept. 12-13 at a Missis-
sippi Association of Commu-
nity and Junior Colleges event 
at Eagle Ridge Golf Course in 
Raymond.

Following the Pep Rally, the 
student-athletes will auto-
graph posters for their fans.

By mAdELOn TAyLOr
Editor

During the summer, renovations for 
Newsome and Todd Hall have been 
underway at East Central Community 
College. The updates include new floor-
ing, furniture, lighting, restroom facili-
ties, doors and painting. 

This project began after the 2014-
2015 academic school year on May 11, 
2015. 

Director of Housing and Student 
Activities Dr. Amanda Walton said, 
“The construction has progressed over 
the summer, and our hope is that we 
will move in students to both dorms on 
Aug. 16. These renovations were much 
needed.” 

Returning sophomore Chris Yar-
brough said, “I am excited about these 
renovations and I know they will be 
beneficial to residents of these dorms.” 

It has been since construction in 1957 
that these facilities have been signifi-
cantly renovated. The estimated cost 
for these renovations is $2.1 million, 
funded by state of Mississippi bond 
funds. 

ECCC Men’s Residences Get Upgrades

HANNAH MAY/STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER
Construction crews work outside of Newsome Hall on renovations of the men’s dormitory. Todd 
and Newsome Halls received upgrades this summer.

FILE PHOTO
Foam Party: Students dance in the suds during the Foam Party in 
2014. This year’s Foam Party will be held Thursday night.
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Festivities Planned for Week of Homecoming

SPECIAL TO THE TOM-TOM
ECCC Homecoming Court: Pictured are members of the 2015 Homecoming Court at East Central Community College, who were selected 
during elections held recently on the Decatur campus. Pictured are (front row, from left) sophomore maids Kaylee Yates of Decatur and 
Anna Claire Webb of Noxapater, Queen Skylar Davidson of Morton, Maid of Honor Mahalia Gibson of Hattiesburg, and sophomore maid 
Shelly Dowell of Lena; and (back row, from left) freshman maids Emily Dykeman of Forest, Makenzie Byrd of Sebastopol, Codi Ballard of 
Decatur, and Aerial Green of Carthage. The queen and her court will be presented during halftime of the Warriors’ Homecoming battle with 
Southwest Mississippi Community College scheduled for 2:30 p.m. Saturday, Oct. 17 in Bailey Stadium. 

By Madelon Taylor
Editor

The East Central Community Col-
lege Student Body Association and 
Alumni Association have planned a 
fun-filled Homecoming Week, October 
12-17. The week includes dress-up 
days during the week and events at 
night.

SBA encourages all students to get 
involved with Homecoming Week. 
SBA President Kaylee Yates said, 
“Homecoming week is one of the 
most eventful weeks of the year! It 
is a great time for students to get in-
volved. They have the opportunity to 
dress up and show off their spirit for 

their school, 
as well 
as attend 
the events 
planned! I 
encourage 
everyone to 
take advan-
tage of this 
time to do 
something 
different 
from the 
weekly 
routine and 
have fun!”

This year, 
SBA has 

planned to 
have dress-up 
days. The days 
are: Monday, 
America Day; 
Tuesday, 
Superhero vs. 
Villian Day; 
Wednesday, 
Twin Day; 
Thursday, 
Ultimate Black 
and Gold Day. 
SBA members 
said they hope 
for a lot of 
participation in 
these days, an 

opportunity to flash back to the “high 
school days” and have a dress-up 
week, Yates said. 

There are also many campus events 
going on in the evenings during 
Homecoming Week. Tuesday night, 
the Fellowship of Christian Athletes 
will host “Fields of Faith” at Bailey 
Stadium. There will also be a movie 
night held on Tuesday showing Willy 
Wonka and the Chocolate Factory. 
On Thursday night, there will be a 
Homecoming pep rally held at Bailey 
Stadium. Immediately following the 
pep rally, there will be a luau-themed 
homecoming dance at the Pavilion. 

In addition, there will be events the 
day of Homecoming including a 5K 

run/walk and one-mile kids’ fun run at 
7 a.m. at the North Campus Pavilion, 
Homecoming registration at 9 a.m. 
at the Founders Gymnasium Breeze-
way, a Lady Warrior Softball Alumni 
Game at 10 a.m., entertainment on 
the campus mall area at 10:30 a.m., 
an alumni luncheon at 11:30 a.m. 
(tickets are $12 per person), the Lil’ 
Warrior Kid Zone at Bailey Stadium 
at 1:30 p.m. and the football game 
against Southwest Mississippi Com-
munity College at 2:30 p.m. at Bailey 
Stadium. Halftime will include the 
recognition of Homecoming Honor-
ees, presentation of the Homecoming 
Court and a performance by the Wall 
O’ Sound Marching Band.

ECCC to Pilot 4-Day Class 
Schedule Beginning January

FroM STaFF rePorTS

East Central Community College will implement a pilot four-
day class schedule beginning with the spring 2016 semester in 
January aimed at enhancing student 
success and teaching and learning.

ECCC President Dr. Billy Stewart 
said a four-day class schedule has been 
shown to improve student completion 
and retention rates at other community 
colleges in Mississippi, which aligns 
with ECCC’s 2020 Vision strategic 
plan.

The Tobacco-Free Policy was ap-
proved by the college’s Board of Trust-
ees at its August 2015 meeting.

“Two of the institutional commit-
ments of 2020 Vision are Student Suc-
cess and Teaching and Learning,” said 
Stewart, who initiated the strategic 
planning process in 2012. “Everything 
we do is aimed at ensuring the aca-
demic and life success of our students. 
Research at colleges we consulted that 
are currently operating on a four-day class schedule indicates that 
student learning is enhanced, and that is what we hope the  

The Tom-Tom
A Student Publication of

YATES
MADELON TAYLOR

Editor

EC Announces Homecoming Honorees
SPeCIal To THe ToM-ToM

East Central Community College will 
recognize Alumni Association award 
recipients during the annual Homecoming 
celebration scheduled Saturday, Oct. 17, 
2015.

Polly Mat-
thews Gordon 
(Class of 1954) 
of Union is this 
year’s Alumna of 
the Year and Dr. 
Jack C. Evans 
(Class of 1972) 
of Laurel was se-
lected Alumnus 
of the Year. 

Former foot-
ball standout 
and coach Dan 
Chatwood (Class 
of 1958) of 
Fairhope, Ala., 
and Forest na-
tive and former 
football player Thomas Hannah (Class of 
1958) of Spartanburg, S.C., are this year’s 
Athletic Hall of Fame inductees. 

Gordon is a retired teacher and coun-
selor, having spent the majority of her 
52-year career at Union High School.

In addition to her long and rewarding 
career in education, Gordon has also been 
heavily involved in community activities.

She has been a member of the Union 
Present Day Club since 1959 and has 
served in various leadership roles, includ-
ing three terms as president. She was 
selected Club Woman of the Year in 2006. 
Gordon has also served on the district 
level for the General Federation of Wom-

en’s Clubs/Mis-
sissippi Federa-
tion of Women’s 
Clubs (GFWC/
MFWC).

Evans is be-
ginning his 33rd 
year as a family 
physician with 
Laurel Family 
Clinic, which 
provides tradi-
tional primary 
care in family 
medicine. 

Among Evans’ 
honors are his 
selection as the 
sixth recipient 
of the Arthur 
Derrick Award, 
given annually 
to a physician 
for outstand-
ing efforts to 
contribute to 
the quality of 
medical care in 
Mississippi. He 
was also elected 
by his medical 
peers to The 
Best Doctors in 
America for the 
past 15 years 
and was named 
Laurel Leader 
Call’s Best Doc-
tor on four occasions, an honor based on 
a public opinion poll hosted by the local 
newspaper.

Chatwood was a member of the 1957 

and 1958 EC 
football teams, 
where he was a 
standout half-
back and at 
times played on 
defense for the 
Warriors. 

He continued 
his playing ca-
reer at the Uni-
versity of Chat-
tanooga and 
later returned 
to East Central 
and served as 
an assistant 
football coach. 
He became head 
coach in 1965.

During his tenure leading the Warriors, 
East Central won the Exchange Bowl 
Championship and Chatwood was named 
Mississippi Junior College ‘Coach of the 
Year’ for the 1965 season. He was also 
elected to serve as president of the Missis-
sippi Junior College Coaches Association.

Hannah was a member of the 1956 and 
1957 Warrior football teams before con-
tinuing his athletic career at the Univer-
sity of South Carolina, where he played 
two seasons for the Gamecocks.

He is a member of the University of 
South Carolina Association of Letter-
men and received both the bachelor’s and 
master’s degrees from USC. He is also a 
graduate of the University of North Caro-
lina’s Executive Program and completed 
the Advanced Management Program at 
Harvard University.

Hannah retired as president, chief  

GORDON

EVANS HANNAH

CHATWOOD

STEWART

STAFF PHOTO
Spending time between classes, from left, Walker Lott of Forest, 
Dani Howell and Ben Triplett, both of Philadelphia; and Dustin Mor-
gan of Union use tobacco products in one of the designated smoking 
areas on campus. Effective January 1 the college will implement the 
new tobacco-free policy on all of its campuses.

EC Campuses to Become 
Tobacco-Free January 1

By CaleB WelCH
Staff Writer/Cartoonist

East Central Community College has long strived to have a posi-
tion of excellence in academics and in athletics but now the college 
is taking extra measures to have excel-
lence in health as well. In order to promote 
a safe and healthy learning and working 
environment for its students, faculty, staff, 
and visitors, East Central Community 
College will become tobacco-free beginning 
Jan. 1, 2016.

The Tobacco-Free Policy was approved 
by the college’s Board of Trustees at its Au-
gust 2015 meeting on the Decatur campus.

ECCC will join 10 other community col-
leges in the state of Mississippi in adopting 
either a smoke-free or tobacco-free campus 
policy. Smoking has been prohibited in 
buildings on the East Central campus since 
1996.

East Central’s Tobacco-Free Policy will 
prohibit all tobacco products, including 
smoke-emanating (or electronic) and smokeless products, on all 
campuses, including buildings, housing, community areas, park-
ing lots, outdoor athletics venues, privately-owned vehicles while 
on campus, and college owned vehicles, regardless of location. The 
policy applies to all students, faculty and staff and those visiting 

CALEB WELCH
Staff Writer/Cartoonist

Oct. 26-27

Nov. 5
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FEATURE TEACHER

BY LAYNE LEPARD
Sta�  Writer  

East Central Community College Public 
Speaking Instructor Kevin Ryals joined the 
ECCC staff in 2004. Before then, he served as a 
retirement specialist for 11 years. In addition to 
his teaching duties, he serves as a co-advisor for 
Students Against Destructive Decisions. 

A 1990 graduate from Mississippi State 
University, Ryals received his bachelor of arts 
degree in communication management. Then 
his master of science degree in speech from the 
University of Southern Mississippi in 1992.

Ryals was selected HEADWAE (Higher Edu-
cation Appreciation Day: Working for Academic 
Excellence). In 2007, was selected ECCC Aca-
demic Instructor of the Year. He represented 
East Central at the annual Lamplighter Confer-
ence in 2008, which honors outstanding com-
munity and junior college instructors. Ryals was 
chosen East Central’s 2012 Humanities Instruc-
tor of the year.

Jordan Robinson, a former student of Ryals 
and now an employee of EC, said “Mr. (Kevin) 
Ryals is a great teacher.  He is so fun and en-
thusiastic, and he makes every class meeting 
very interesting and fun.  He teaches in a way 
that keeps students’ attention as well as help-
ing them learn.  I never liked talking in front of 
anyone before I took his speech class.  I enjoyed 
it so much and learned so much in his class, 
that now I talk in front of people for a living!  He 
is a super teacher, and I am sure all his other 
students would agree with me.”

Ryals said he sees his job as a means to teach 
students about speaking and interacting in real 
world situations. 

“In order to be successful in life, students 
must learn to effectively communicate in all 
situations,” he said. “It is not just about teach-
ing how to give a speech. I like to make my 
students feel comfortable expressing their ideas 
and opinions in class.”

When asked about his favorite part of teach-
ing, Ryals said, “I love my job for many reasons. 
One great reason is that I get to spend a lot of 
time with my family. Not many jobs give you a 
three week break for Christmas, Spring Break 
and summer breaks,  to name a few. My favorite 
thing about teaching is that I really love my 
students. I enjoy seeing them succeed, not only 

in the classroom, but also in life. I like to keep 
up with my former students and watch them 
become successful in life.”

In fact, Ryals said this 
past summer was a sum-
mer he will never forget. 

“After 17 years of being 
a father to my step-son, 
Peyton, I was able to 
adopt him,” Ryals said. “It 
was a dream come true 
for both me and Peyton. 
Peyton is a senior at Lou-
isville High School where 
he plays baseball. He also 
loves anything that has 
to do with hunting. He is 
another one of the biggest 
blessings in my life.”

In addition, Ryals said 
his wife, Shonna, was one of his “greatest bless-
ings” in life. 

“She completes me,” he said. “I don’t think I 
could have found a more perfect match to bal-
ance out my life! We have been married almost 
17 years.”

Shonna like Kevin is also an educator, teach-
ing eighth grade language arts at Eiland Middle 
School in Louisville. 

Ryals Strives to Teach Students 
How to Interact in the World

LAYNE LEPARD
Staff Writer

Become #1 at a 
#1 university.

Hattiesburg   •   Biloxi   •   WMCAREY.EDU

William Carey University has been named 
as the South's #1 Best Value among regional 
colleges and universities by U.S. News & 
World Report. Unlock your potential with 
Carey's generous transfer scholarships, 
numerous academic offerings, and friendly, 
faith-based environment.

RYALS

SPECIAL TO THE TOM-TOM
Wo-He-Lo Editorial Board: Editors of the 75th edition of the Wo-He-Lo yearbook of East Central Com-
munity College in Decatur were recently announced. Pictured are, front row from left, assistant editors 
Daleshia LeFlore of Carthage, Mollie Cordeiro of Conehatta, Hannah May of Little Rock and editor Lille 
Shuler of Carthage; and back row from left, assistant editors Brooke Smith of Noxapater, Felecia Wright 
and Madison Marshall, both of Philadelphia; and Mackenzie Gray of Mendenhall. Gennie Taylor serves 
as the adviser. 

EC To Offer CNA Course in Philadelphia
SPECIAL TO THE TOM-TOM

The East Central Commu-
nity College Workforce De-
velopment Center will offer a 
six-week Certifi ed Nurse Aide 
course at the Philadelphia/
Neshoba County Career-Tech-
nical Center during November 
and December.

The class begins Monday, 
November 2, and will meet 

from 3:30 to 7:30 p.m. Monday 
through Thursday nights for 
six consecutive weeks.

Registration is open from 
8:30 a.m. to 3 p.m. October 
19-23 at the ECCC Integrated 
Technologies Training Center 
located at 377 Industrial Drive 
in Choctaw.

Cost to attend is $776 per 
person, which includes all 
materials except the TB Skin 

Test. Financial assistance may 
be available to qualifi ed candi-
dates. Wendy Cumberland and 
Niva Alexander will serve as 
instructors.

For more information, con-
tact Teri Killens, ITTC admin-
istrative assistant, at 601-389-
0832. The email is tkillens@
eccc.edu.

executive offi cer, and board member of Collins 
and Aikman, an organization engaged primar-
ily in the design, engineering and manufacture 
of automotive interior components, systems and 
modules, in 1998. 

Hannah is currently president and chief ex-
ecutive offi cer of USLC, LLC, which has manu-
facturing plants in Nicaragua. 

Several reunion groups and numerous activi-
ties are also scheduled as part of ECCC’s 2015 
Homecoming celebration.

For more information, contact the Offi ce of 
Alumni Relations and the  Foundation, 601-635-
6327, toll free, 877-462-3222, ext. 327, or email 
sholling@eccc.edu.

HONOREES
From Page 1

Campus gets unex-
pected guest from the 
wild: The East Central 

Community College 
campus had an unex-

pected visitor earlier this 
semester. A deer was 
spotted in the parking 
lot of Brackeen-Wood 

gymnasium and allowed 
some students and per-

sonnel to pet and feed it. 
The deer is believed to 
have migrated from the 

woods behind the Bailey 
Stadium area. 

SPECIAL TO THE TOM-TOM
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POLICY
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or conducting business on the ECCC 
main campus or other college site.

The policy is a result of the college’s 
2020 Vision strategic plan, which was 
adopted in 2013 after input from stu-
dents, employees, and members of the 
communities that the college serves.

“One of the action plans to fulfi ll 
our vision for the future is to promote 
student and employee wellness initia-
tives, services, and resources that 
will create a campus culture of health 
and wellness,” said ECCC President 
Dr. Billy  Stewart.  “There are obvious 
health risks associated with those who 
smoke and use tobacco products, but 
also those who are exposed to second-
hand smoke. This policy will help us to 
provide a healthier learning environ-
ment not only for our students and 
employees, but our campus visitors.”

However, with so many people in 
one place with some who prefer using 
tobacco, and others who don’t, there is 
bound to be a clashing of opinions and 
ideas. 

Sophomore Shawna Bush of Law-

rence asked, “Why should we have to 
give up our nicotine? It’s not going to 
make people quit and they will just 
leave school to smoke anyways.” 

There are also other people who 
think that this new policy infringes 
upon the law itself. 

“The school is infringing upon our 
federal right to smoke which can open 
the school to more issues in the fu-
ture,” said freshman Kayla Thompson 
of Louisville.

But even in the midst of the back-
lash there are also people who are 
fi nding positivity out of this policy 
change. 

Freshman Amy McDaniel of Forest 
said, “Smoking is harmful on others. I 
think the smoking rule would be help-
ful for the general public.” 

Sophomore Kimberly Reyes of For-
est, who agreed, said she has a person-
al drive for prohibiting tobacco use. 

“A relative of mine developed lung 
cancer from smoking. The new smok-
ing rule would help to decrease the 
health risks that smoking brings.” 

Whatever the opinion, East Central 
is approaching this policy of no tobacco 
with full optimism and has a goal of 

creating a more healthy campus envi-
ronment. 

The Centers for Disease Control 
and Prevention reports that cigarette 
smoking is the leading cause of pre-
ventable death in the United States, 
causing more than 480,000 deaths 
each year, with 42,000 of those from 
second-hand smoke exposure. More 
than 16 million people in the United 
States alone are currently living with 
a disease caused by smoking, accord-
ing to the CDC.

The process to adoption of the ECCC 
Tobacco-Free Policy began in Febru-
ary 2015 when the college received 
a $5,000 grant from the Washington 
D.C.-based American Legacy Foun-
dation—now known as Truth Initia-
tive—to fund the initiative, including 
pre-policy assessments and surveys, 
education programs, cessation infor-
mation, and other communication 
initiatives. Truth Initiative is the na-
tion’s largest non-profi t public health 
organization dedicated to making 
tobacco use a thing of the past.

The college’s annual Survey of Cam-
pus Climate administered in April 
was used to gather input from faculty, 

staff, and students regarding tobacco 
use and a tobacco-free campus. The 
majority of those responding strongly 
supported the establishment of a 
tobacco-free campus at East Central 
Community College.

“Based on the results of that sur-
vey, our own research on the dangers 
of tobacco use, and a look at similar 
policies at other colleges and universi-
ties, the decision was made to move 
forward with adoption of the Tobacco-
Free Policy and seek board approval,” 
explained Stewart.

East Central’s Vice President for In-
struction Dr. Teresa Houston is lead-
ing a Tobacco-Free Ad-Hoc Committee 
on campus that has been managing 
development and implementation 
of the initiative. Those efforts have 
included development of the policy, 
assessment of tobacco-related issues 
on campus, encouraging feedback from 
the campus community, developing 
plans for tobacco education and cessa-
tion efforts, and identifying strategies 
to encourage an overall culture of well-
ness on and off campus.

The fall semester is being devoted 
to making faculty, staff, and students 

and local communities aware of the 
new Tobacco-Free Policy, providing 
education on the health issues associ-
ated with tobacco use, and offering 
tobacco cessation information. Among 
the activities planned include profes-
sional development opportunities led 
by wellness and tobacco-use experts, 
participation in the Great American 
Smokeout in November, and smokers’ 
anonymous meetings.

Stewart said that other initiatives 
are being considered or are underway 
to provide a safe and healthy learn-
ing environment, including healthier 
menu options in the cafeteria, future 
expansion of the college’s fi tness facil-
ity, and a full-time wellness coordina-
tor, among other efforts.

“Having a tobacco-free campus is 
just one part of achieving our overall 
goal to create a campus culture of 
health and wellness,” stressed Stew-
art. “As a college, we will continu-
ally look for additional ways we can 
provide the healthiest campus envi-
ronment possible as well as wellness 
opportunities and education for both 
our campus community and those who 
visit.”

four-day class schedule will accom-
plish at East Central Community 
College.”

Under the pilot program, the col-
lege will hold classes Monday through 
Thursday, with Friday being devoted 
to learning and studying opportunities 
for students and professional develop-
ment and advising opportunities for 
faculty. 

“Fridays will be an opportunity for 
students to participate in learning ac-
tivities outside of the classroom, such 
as internships and the Success Center, 
as well as band, choir, intercollegiate 
athletics, and other extracurricular ac-
tivities,” explained Stewart. “Faculty 
will be available for offi ce visits from 
students, prepare for classes, and have 
time to attend professional develop-
ment opportunities.”

Stewart said that the college’s 
healthcare programs as well as the 
cosmetology program will continue 
to meet fi ve days a week because of 
the number of training/clinical hours 
required by state boards and agencies. 

There could also be some academic 
science labs on Friday if necessary to 
accommodate student need.

Stewart stressed that the college 
will operate as normal on Fridays, 
with the exception of a full slate of 
classes. Residence halls will maintain 
their current operational times. The 
main cafeteria will remain open as 
usual on Fridays, and will adjust its 
breakfast, lunch  and dinner hours 
Monday through Thursday to accom-
modate students under the new class 
schedule.  

It is anticipated that Monday and 
Wednesday class periods in the four-
day class schedule will mirror the 
current Tuesday and Thursday class 
periods, which are an hour and 20 
minutes in length. 

Some members of the college stu-
dent body are concerned about the 
longer class periods on Monday and 
Wednesday. 

“I don’t like sitting in class for an 
hour and twenty minutes!,” said Aus-
tin Thomas, a freshman from Philadel-
phia. 

Freshman Madison Johnson of 
Nanih Waiya agreed and said, “I don’t 

like it ‘cause I lose focus in classes that 
are an hour and a half long and have 
better grades in the 55 minute-long 
classes.” 

However, students such as sopho-
more Lindsey Savell of Decatur see 
benefi ts in the four-day week class 
schedule. 

“I will be able to work more hours; 
and also, this gives me more time to 
study and get assignments done,” 
Savell said.

Holmes, Meridian, Mississippi 
Delta, and Northeast Mississippi com-
munity colleges in Mississippi all oper-
ate on a four-day class schedule. East 
Central administrators visited North-
east Mississippi Community College 
in the spring 2015, and consulted with 
the other colleges.

Stewart said that while East Cen-
tral’s goal is to enhance student suc-
cess and learning opportunities, there 
are other benefi ts of a four-day class 
schedule.

East Central students will now 
have more and longer activity periods 
during the week. The four-day class 
schedule will allow for four, 50-minute 
activity periods each week for student 

organizations and clubs to meet as 
well as students to eat lunch. Com-
muter students should realize a sav-
ings in fuel costs, and students with 
part-time jobs will have the opportuni-
ty to work an extra shift on Fridays if 
they desire, among other advantages.

“Our peer institutions have found 
that the four-day class schedule also 
greatly benefi ts non-traditional stu-
dents who fi nd it easier to schedule 
classes around full-time employment,” 
Stewart added. “We also believe it will 
help us provide a better learning and 
teaching environment for our students 
and faculty because we will be able 
to perform building, technology, and 
other maintenance in many instruc-
tional facilities on Fridays.”

East Central administrators held 
two open forums with faculty and staff 
prior to presenting the four-day class 
schedule pilot initiative to the Board 
of Trustees, which resulted in ideas 
and potential issues that are being ad-
dressed prior to implementation.

The pilot four-day class schedule 
will be used during both the spring 
2016 and fall 2016 semesters so that 
the college can study the effects of 

the schedule for a full year, including 
for fi rst-time incoming freshmen who 
enter East Central in August 2016.

Faculty and student surveys will be 
administered and data measurements 
on student academic performance 
will be evaluated during the two pilot 
semesters before determining whether 
to recommend adoption of the four-day 
class schedule long-term.

Stewart said that surveys at other 
institutions show that faculty and 
students prefer the four-day class 
schedule and believe it has enhanced 
teaching and learning.

“We have stressed from the be-
ginning that this is simply a pilot 
program and may or may not be as 
successful at East Central Commu-
nity College as it has been at our peer 
institutions,” Stewart noted. “But our 
2020 Vision strategic plan charges 
us with continually seeking ways to 
provide the best possible education for 
our students through the intentional 
implementation of evidence-based ini-
tiatives so they can achieve their full 
potential and meet their life goals, and 
we believe a four-day class schedule 
has the potential to do just that.”

October 17, 2015

 1-877-462-3222  • www.eccc.edu
East Central Community College is an equal educational and employment opportunity provider.

7 a.m. - 5k Run 1-Mile Fun Run, EC Pavilion

9 a.m. - Homecoming Registration, Founders Gymnasium Breezeway

10 a.m. - Reunion Groups Meet, Tent Adjacent to Founders Gym

11:30 a.m. -  Alumni Luncheon, Mabry Memorial Cafeteria

2:30 p.m. - Football Game – ECCC vs. Southwest 

For more information and a complete schedule of events contact 
Dr. Stacey Hollingsworth at 601.635.6406 or email sholling@eccc.edu. 

HOMECOMING COURT
East Central Community College Homecoming Court members include (front 
row, from left) Sophomore Maids Kaylee Yates of Decatur and Anna Claire 
Webb of Noxapater, Queen Skylar Davidson of Morton, Maid of Honor 
Mahalia Gibson of Hattiesburg, and Sophomore Maid Shelly Dowell of Lena; 
(back row, from left) Freshman Maids Emily Dykeman of Forest, Makenzie 
Byrd of Sebastopol, Codi Ballard of Decatur, and Aerial Green of Carthage. 

Dr. Jack Evans
Alumnus of the Year

Class of 1972

Dan Chatwood
Athletic Hall of Fame

Class of 1958

Thomas Hannah 
Athletic Hall of Fame

Class of 1958

Polly Gordon
Alumna of the Year

Class of 1954



This school year got off to a great start. So many familiar 
faces have returned to campus and many new faces are 
here. There are so many opportuni-

ties for everyone to get involved here at 
East Central Community College.

Welcome Back Week at the beginning of 
the year was a time to get to know every-
one and have fun. Now, there are even  
more opportunities to have fun that the 
college’s Student Body Association has 
planned for students.

Don’t miss an opportunity to get in-
volved.  College life is everything that you 
make it. Don’t sit in your room and not 
get involved. Meet new people. Being at 
such a small school like EC, you can go 
and do just about anything you can think 
of.

—Madelon Taylor
Editor
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Warrior Viewpoints
from the editor
Get Out & Be Involved

You have heard me 
say it many times, 
but I don’t think I 

can ever say it enough. 
Everything we do at 
East Central Community 
College is designed and 
implemented to help you, 
our students, experi-
ence success. You truly 
are a priority in all that 
we do. As such, several 
of the articles in this 
issue of The Tom-Tom 
demonstrate our commit-
ment to you and to your 
success.

In this issue, you will 
read about the pilot four-
day class schedule we 
will implement for the 
spring 2016 and fall 2016 
semesters. There are 
many benefits of a four-day class schedule, as several of the other 
community colleges in Mississippi have already realized. But 
what is driving our pilot initiative is that many of these other col-
leges have found that a four-day class schedule enhances student 
learning, and that is what we hope the four-day class schedule 
accomplishes at ECCC. Enhanced student learning opportunities 
are directly tied to the Student Success and Teaching and Learn-
ing institutional commitments of our 2020 Vision strategic plan. 
2020 Vision directs us to do all that we can as a college to help 
you achieve your full potential and meet your life goals. This is 
a pilot program. Therefore, we will assess the instructional and 
other outcomes of the pilot—with your input—during the spring 
and fall 2016 semesters before deciding whether to recommend 
adopting it long-term.

You also will read in this issue about the Tobacco-Free Policy, 
which begins January 1, 2016. This policy is also directly tied to 
2020 Vision, which calls for us to promote a safe and healthy 
learning and working environment for students, faculty, staff, 
and visitors. We join 10 other community colleges in our state 
that are either tobacco- and/or smoke-free. As a tobacco-free cam-
pus, all tobacco products—smoke-emanating (or electronic) and 
smokeless products—will be prohibited in all areas of our cam-
pus, including private vehicles parked in a lot. Part of the process 
to become a tobacco-free campus is to provide you and the rest of 
our campus community with education on health issues associ-
ated with tobacco use and to offer information that will assist 
those who wish to quit using tobacco products. We will be doing 
that over the remainder of the fall semester.

You will also see healthy menu options in the cafeteria, and we 
are exploring grant funding to expand the college’s fitness facil-
ity and employ a full-time wellness coordinator to help create a 
campus culture of health and wellness.

As midterms approach, I urge you to take advantage of the Suc-
cess Center, now located in the Burton Library. We relocated the 
Success Center over the summer so that we could better support 
your academic needs in a convenient location in the center of our 
campus. The Success Center has put together a comprehensive 
schedule of free tutoring opportunities this fall covering many 
subjects available to you five days a week. I urge you to take ad-
vantage of this valuable resource where all ECCC faculty spend 
time each week assisting and tutoring students.

In closing, Homecoming activities are taking place this week, 
and they are for you too. Homecoming is traditionally a time 
when colleges invite alumni back to campus to reunite with for-
mer classmates and reminisce about their alma mater. They also 
come back to see our bright and talented students. The Student 
Services division and the Student Body Association have planned 
many activities for Homecoming Week, and I urge you to partici-
pate in as many as you can. I also hope you will be in Bailey Sta-
dium on Saturday, Oct. 17, to cheer on our Warrior football team, 
congratulate your fellow students who are in the Homecoming 
Court, and show our alumni what makes our college so special—
you, the students.

God bless you as you continue in your educational endeavors 
this semester!

—Dr. Billy W. Stewart
ECCC President

ECCC is Committed 
to Student Success

The EC Way

            By Billy W. Stewart, Ph.D.

mAdeLoN tAYLor
Editor

Homecoming 2015 is 
almost here!  On Satur-
day, Oct. 17, East Cen-

tral Community College has a 
day of activities celebrating the 
‘homecoming’ of alumni. The 
day begins early at 7:30 a.m. 
with the 5K run/walk. Who will 
join the fun and challenge us 
old folk!  

We (old & young faculty & 
staff) challenge you student 
groups to run or walk in the 
5K!  See Scott Hill (shill@eccc.
edu/601-635-6124) if you are 
interested. Students get to run 
and earn a T-shirt at one-half the 
price ($10)!

I encourage students to represent their student clubs and win 
the prizes as the three clubs with the highest attendance at 
Homecoming will be recognized and awarded money! The top 
club will also win a pizza party!  There will be a table for you to 
check in at during the football game. We encourage you to stay 
on campus Friday and attend Homecoming.    

With Homecoming just around the corner we are at approxi-
mately the one-half way point of the semester already! Time 
truly does fly by!  By now you have learned that you cannot miss 
class and keep up with your studies.  You will be tempted to take 
a day off, but there is no such thing as a “free” absence. You can-
not make up what you miss! The number one preventable reason 
for failure in college is absences!

We are here to assist you.  Let me know if you need help.  You 
can reach me at 635-6375 or e-mail rlee@eccc.edu.  

—Randall E. Lee, Ph.D.
Vice President for Student Services

from Dr. Lee’s Desk

 dr. rANdALL Lee
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other views

other views

Participate in Homecoming 2015

How Helping One Another Will 
Decrease Negative Thoughts

Think Before You Speak 
The View” has really been penalized for some rude comments 

recently. The most recent lash out of the show was a seg-
ment when the panel talked about Justin Bieber’s decision 

to become a Christian.
I completely understand not everyone in the world is a Chris-

tian. I don’t really accept it, but there’s not much I can do except 
try to show the world love through my hope 
and belief in Jesus Christ. I also know not 
everyone has read the Bible from start to 
finish. Even if you do know every Bible 
verse, it does not mean that you’re perfect. 
We are perfectly imperfect. 

I would also like to point out how we 
don’t know everything a person has gone 
through. There are always going to be 
specific things you’re not privy to. I don’t 
know everything about my neighbor’s life, 
so how am I supposed to know everything 
about a celebrity? No one has the right to 
judge another person even if we do know 
everything that’s happening to that person. 
I have no right to judge Justin Bieber, and 
I don’t intend to try. The fact is he decided 
to pursue God, and people need to be sup-
portive of this decision regardless of whether they think he has 
changed or not. He’s trying and that’s a start. 

However, I am a firm believer in keeping your mouth shut if 
you don’t know what you’re talking about. Everyone is entitled 
to an opinion, but you need to do your research and fully know 
what’s going on before you even attempt to form an opinion, 
especially publicly. That being said it really insulted me when 
Michelle Collins from “The View” said, “He says, ‘If God’s for me, 
who can be against me? It’s a confidence that’s a Godly confi-
dence.’” 

She said she found this curious and basically didn’t understand 
what Beiber was talking about, but she thought he came off as 
“cocky.” Candace Cameron Bure quickly informed her the quote 
came from the Bible. 

My problem with this is all Collins had to do was Google the 
words, and it would show up with the actual Bible verse. Do your 
research before you try to judge someone else. 

—Madison Herrington 
Staff Writer

Recently across the country 
we have seen multiple shoot-
ings, and in case you haven’t 
noticed, the shootings are 
mainly happening in schools. 
That 
alarms 
me as a 
student. 
We 
are so 
blessed 
that our 
school 
police 
and 
admin-
istration 
staff 
have 
estab-
lished 
certain 
precautions and procedures to 
keep the student body and staff 
safe if an active shooter enters 
campus. Towards the end of 
September, an active shooter 
opened fire on a community 
college’s campus in Oregon. 
(Reports say that about 10 
people were killed and many 
were wounded.) I could list 
many more active shootings on 
school campuses but the one 
in Oregon sent chills down my 
spine. One person with multi-
ple weapons opened fire among 
a small community college and 
hurt so many. This should be 
a warning that all of us should 
be prepared because at any day 
and time this tragedy could 
happen. 

As the days ahead approach, 
let’s remember all of the fami-
lies of the ones killed or wound-
ed in our thoughts and prayers. 

Most of all, let’s always be pre-
pared to take extreme safety in 
case of an emergency to pre-
vent death and injuries. Also, 
if you know anyone who has 
weapons or seems harmful in 
any way, report the suspicions 
to the campus police or another 
staff member so that some-
thing can be done to prevent 
the possibility of someone be-
ing injured. We all know that 
with so much going on in the 
world today along with stress 
from school and family, there is 
an increased risk for someone 
to engage in these types of ac-
tivities. With so many illnesses 
and other diseases that cause a 
personality disorder, we never 
know who may end up engag-
ing in this type of activity. If 
you or anyone you know begin 
having these kind of thoughts, 
talk to someone and get help. 
Hurting others is not a way to 
happiness. 

This summer I learned that 
life can be taken from someone 
in the blink of an eye, no mat-
ter the age or person. The loss 
of a young girl really close to 
my heart made me realize that 
we take life for granted. So let’s 
practice helping others and 
impacting lives in a way that 
will prevent tragedies like ac-
tive shootings from happening. 
Although we can’t prevent ev-
ery shooting, by helping others 
we can eliminate the negative 
thoughts that one may have. 

I live by this quote, “Be kind, 
help a Stranger and have a 
Godly attitude” – Carmen 
Smith. 

—Madison Barnett
Opinions Editor

mAdiSoN herriNGtoN
Staff Writer

We Want 
Your News!

Please e-mail 
information 
about your 

club/organization 
to gtaylor@eccc.edu. 
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Promises made.
Promises kePt.

In your search for the right place to continue your education, it’s important to know who you 
can count on.
At MSU-Meridian, we take our promises to you very seriously. That’s why we guarantee dedicated 
and inspiring faculty, a high return on your investment and a degree from one of the nation’s 
leading universities that prepares you for today’s competitive job market.
Promises made. Promises kept. And we promise there’s more to come.
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Faculty Corner

special to the tom-tom

Chris Evans of Meridian 
was recently selected as a 
childcare attendant at East 
Central Community College, 
announced Dr. Billy Stewart, 
college president.

Evans, who began his 
new duties August 10, 2015, 
will serve as a caregiver 
for children enrolled in the 
college’s daycare center, which 
is part of the Early Childhood 
Education Technology 
program.

Prior to joining the ECCC 
staff, he worked at the Charles 
Young Head Start Center 
in Meridian and the Porter-
Leath Head Start Center in 
Memphis, Tenn.

He received his associate de-

gree in Early Childhood Educa-
tion Technology from East Cen-
tral Community College.

Evans Selected ECCC 
Childcare Attendant

special to the tom-tom

Jeffrey Hodges of Greenwood 
was recently selected art 
instructor at East Central 
Community College, 
announced Dr. Billy Stewart, 
college president.

Hodges, who began his 
new duties on August 10, 
2015, previously was an art 
instructor at the University 
of South Carolina and was 
curator for the South Carolina 
Arts Gala.

He also has experience as a 
curator, graduate instructional 
assistant and undergraduate 
critique coordinator for the 
University of South Carolina.

Hodges received the master 
of fine arts in painting and 
sculpture from the University 
of South Carolina, a bachelor’s 
degree in painting from 
Memphis College of Art and 
the associate degree from 
Hinds Community College. 

He also studied at the 
International Centre for the 
Arts in Umbria, Italy.

Hodges Selected Art Instructor

special to the tom-tom

Dr. Stacey Hollingsworth 
of Decatur was recently 
selected director of admissions 
and records at East Central 
Community College, 
announced Dr. Billy Stewart, 
college president.

Hollingsworth previously 
served as executive director 

for foundation and alumni 
relations at East Central, a 
position she held since 2005.

She began her employment 
at the college in 1997 as 
administrative assistant in 
the Office of Foundation and 
Alumni Relations.

She received her associate 
degree from East Central 
Community College, 

bachelor’s degree in business 
administration from the 
University of Mississippi, 
and completed both the 
master’s degree in business 
administration and the doctor 
of philosophy in community 
college leadership from 
Mississippi State University.

Hollingsworth Selected Director of  Admissions and Records

special to the tom-tom

Steve Moffett of Lumberton 
was recently selected interim 
assistant band director at East 
Central Community College, 
announced Dr. Billy Stewart, 
college president.

He previously served as an 
adjunct professor at Pearl 
River Community College 
and was a graduate teaching 
assistant at the University of 
Southern Mississippi.

His experience also includes 
service as a clinician and judge 
for various band competitions 
and clinics throughout 
Mississippi and he also 
teaches private music lessons.

Moffett is also a performer, 
having presented individual 
recitals and particated in 
ensemble performances on 
various occasions.

He received his master of 
music degree in woodwind 
performance and pedagogy 

at the University of Southern 
Mississippi and received the 
bachelor of music degree 
in jazz studies from the 
University of North Florida. 
He has also completed 
additional studies at USM in 
marching band methods and 
holds a bachelor of science 
degree in international affairs 
from the United States Air 
Force Academy.

Moffett Joins EC Fine Arts Faculty

special to the tom-tom

Jennifer Savell of Conehatta was 
recently selected workforce education 
counselor at East Central Community 
College, announced Dr. Billy Stewart, 
college president.

Savell, who begins her new duties on 
September 8, 2015, previously served as 
clinical services supervisor at the Central 
Mississippi Residential Center.

Her experience also includes serving as 

a youth counselor with the Mississippi 
Department of Youth Services, therapist 
at Lackey Memorial Hospital in Forest, 
and an elementary teacher for the East 
Central Alternative School.

Savell is a graduate of Jones County 
Junior College, received her bachelor’s 
degree from the University of Southern 
Mississippi and completed the master’s 
degree in counselor education at 
Mississippi State University.

Savell Selected EC Workforce Education Counselor

special to the tom-tom

Speech instructor Rachel 
Tyson of Morton was 
recently selected East 
Central Community College’s 
“Humanities Instructor of the 
Year” and will be recognized 
Monday, Oct. 19, 2015. 

Tyson will present a special 
program, held in conjunction 
with Arts and Humanities 
Month, beginning at 7 p.m. in 
the Vickers Fine Arts Center 
auditorium. 

During her presentation 
titled “Around the World: And 
Still Lost in Translation,” 
Tyson will relate her personal 
and professional journey with 

the uniqueness of educating 
students in the humanities 
while living in central 
Mississippi. 

Tyson is a 2002 graduate 
of East Central Community 
College, received a bachelor’s 
degree in journalism from 
William Carey University 
in 2004 and was awarded 
a master’s degree in Mass 
Communication in 2006 from 
the University of Southern 
Mississippi. While in college, 
Tyson visited five of the 
seven continents working on 
various missions and cultural 
exchange projects.

Prior to joining East 
Central Community College 

in August of 2011, Tyson 
served as executive director 
of the Muscular Dystrophy 
Association from 2006 to 2011. 
While at MDA she served as 
camp director at Camp Wesley 
Pines where she oversaw 
50 children with Muscular 
Dystrophy. She also taught 
adjunct for Belhaven College 
from 2008 until 2011.  

She has been married since 
2006 to Steven Tyson of 
Morton, who is the customer 
service manager for Packaging 
Corporation of America. 

Tyson is the daughter of 
Jerry and Vera George of 
Morton. 

Tyson Selected EC’s ‘Humanities Instructor of  the Year’

special to the tom-tom

Dr. Amanda Walton of 
Lake was recently selected 
director of housing and 
student activities at East 
Central Community College, 
announced Dr. Billy Stewart, 
college president.

Walton previously served the 
college as workforce education 
counselor, a position she had 
held since 2010. 

Her experience at East 
Central also includes stints as 
administrative assistant to the 
dean of personnel services and 
athletics and administrative 
assistant to the dean of adult 
basic education.

She received her associate 
degree from East Central 
Community College and her 
bachelor of arts, master’s in 
educational psychology and 

doctoral degree in community 
college leadership, all from 
Mississippi State University.

Walton Selected EC Director of  
Housing and Student Activities

By candice Barrett
Staff Writer

East Central Community College’s 
Childcare Attendant LaTonya Milsap 
was chosen for this edition’s extraordi-
nary teacher. Milsap has been working 
for the East Central Community Col-
lege Daycare Center since January of 
2014. However, she has been working 
with children for the past 18 years and 
has been teaching for 14 years.  

Milsap said that her responsibili-
ties require her to make sure children 
learn through playing and to provide 
a safe and fun environment for the 
children. Her other responsibilities 
are to make sure the lab students feel 

prepared for their own daycare. She 
believes it is important to teach the 
children through play. She said that 
kids learn from the toy kitchen, stoves 
and other toys that are related to an 
everyday appliance. 

When asked what made her choose 
this career pathway she replied “EI 
enjoy preparing children for the fu-
ture, and the positive environment.” 

 She also said that she loves this job 
because “you never know what you 
are going to get with toddlers” and 
she likes to be a positive influence in 
their lives at such a young age. While 
discussing why she loved her job, she 
also mentioned that she loves taking 
care of the children and working with 
her coworkers.

Before Milsap began working at EC, 
she worked for Friends of Children 
in Newton. She said the difference 
between her previous job and her cur-
rent job is that she had to work with 
preschool students instead of toddlers 
and the atmosphere was very different 
than her current occupation. She said 
she was limited to what she could do 
as to what she is able to do now. She 
also said that although she loved her 
previous job because she gained a lot 
of experience there, she is well pleased 
with her current job and that she en-
joys it a lot better.

 Milsap said her career has influ-
enced her personal life; because of her 
career, she wants more children, she is 
considering furthering her education 

into elementary 
education. In 
addition, she 
said her career 
has taught her 
patience and 
how to be more 
positive about 
things.

Milsap is 
from Newton 
and graduated 
from Heidel-
berg High 
School. She re-
ceived a degree 
in early child-
hood education 
technology at EC in 2005. 

special to the tom-tom

David LeBlanc of Union 
was recently selected Director 
of Alumni Relations and 
the Foundation at East 
Central Community College, 
announced Dr. Billy Stewart, 
college president.

LeBlanc, who began his new 
duties Sept. 14, is a native 
of Carthage. He has more 

than 22 years of experience 
in sales, public relations and 
marketing, most recently as 
the regional sales manager for 
Duro-Last Roofing located in 
Jackson. 

He has also served as vice 
president for Gym Service 
and Installation, Inc., of 
Birmingham, Ala.; territory 
manager/vice president 
of sales for Sports Floors, 

Inc., of Memphis, Tenn.; 
and manager of Covington 
Flooring Company, Inc., of 
Birmingham.

LeBlanc received his 
bachelor’s degree in Industrial 
Psychology from Mississippi 
State University in 1992 
and his Master of Business 
Administration from MSU-
Meridian in 2006.

LeBlanc Named EC Alumni Relations, Foundation Director

extraordinary Staff
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special to the tom-tom

East Central Community College is 
offering the GED Ready practice test for 
$1 through Oct. 31, 2015, in a special 
back-to-school promotion.

Ryan Clarke, director of Adult Basic 
Education/GED Testing at ECCC, said 
that students who take the practice test 
can see if they are ready to pass the 
test, determine the skills they need to 
work on to pass the test, and receive a 

personalized study plan detailing pages 
and chapters to study in their favorite 
study books.

Students who take the GED Ready 
practice test during the back-to-school 
special will also be eligible for the GED 
Ready Practice Test Guarantee. If a 
student scores “Likely to Pass” on the 
practice test and does not pass the official 
GED test in that test subject, they can 
retake the test for free.

Students can also learn about classes 

and other resources to help them prepare 
for the GED test, also known as the high 
school equivalency diploma test.

To learn more or to schedule a 
discounted GED Ready practice test, 
contact Clarke or Tammie Fitzgerald at 
601-635-6387 or 601-635-6278. The East 
Central Community College Adult Basic 
Education/GED Testing offices are located 
in Room 10 of Ethridge Hall.

East Central to Offer GED Ready Practice Test for $1

special to the tom-tom

Caleb Stallings, a 2015 graduate 
of East Central Community College, 
was recently selected to participate 
in the undergraduate portion of 
the Mississippi Rural Physicians 
Scholarship Program (MRPSP). He 
is currently a junior at Mississippi 
State University. 

“East Central is so proud of Caleb 
on his selection for participation 
in this prestigious scholarship 
program,” said ECCC President Dr. 
Billy Stewart. “It is a direct reflection 
on his hard work and dedication 
to scholarship and academic 
achievement. It is also a reflection of 
the quality instruction provided by 
faculty at East Central.” 

Stallings is a graduate of 

Enterprise High School and the son 
of Cindy Stallings of Vossburg and 
the late Walter Stallings.

Created in 2007, the Mississippi 
Rural Physicians Scholarship 
Program identifies up to 20 college 
sophomores “who demonstrate the 
necessary commitment and academic 
achievement to become competent, 
well-trained rural primary care 
physicians in our state,” according 
to Jake Donald, MRPSP associate 
director.

The program offers two years of 
undergraduate academic enrichment 
including MCAT (Medical College 
Admission Test) preparation and a 
clinical experience in a rural setting. 
Upon completion of all medical school 
admissions requirements, students 
will be admitted to the University 

of Mississippi School of Medicine 
through Direct Entry.

During medical school at the 
University of Mississippi School of 
Medicine or College of Osteopathic 
Medicine at William Carey 
Uniersity, each MRPSP scholar is 
under consideration for $30,000 per 
year based on available funding. 
Consistent legislative support of 
MRPSP translates to 60 medical 
students receiving a total of 
$1,800,000 to support their education 
this fall. Additional benefits include 
personalized mentoring from 
practicing rural physicians and 
academic support.

Upon completion of the training, 
MRPSP Scholars must enter a 
residency program in one of five 
primary care specialties: family 

medicine, general internal medicine, 
medicine-pediatrics, obstetrics/
gynecology or pediatrics.

The MRPSP Scholar must provide 
four years of service in a clinic-based 
practice in an approved Mississippi 
community of 20,000 or fewer 
population located more than 20 
miles from a medically served area.

MRPSP provides a means for rural 
Mississippi students to earn a seat 
in medical school, receive MCAT 
preparation, earn a $120,000 medical 
school scholarship in return for 
four years of service and learn the 
art of healing from practicing rural 
physicians.

For more information, contact 
MRPSP Associate Director Jake 
Donald at 601-815-9022, wjdonald@
umc.edu or http://mrpsp.umc.edu.

Stallings Receives Rural Physicians Scholarship

special to the tom-tom

The East Central Community College 
Healthcare Division will host its annual 
Healthfest from 8 a.m. to 1:30 p.m. Oct. 
22 and 23 in the Sutphin Healthcare 
Building. 

During the day’s events, which 
highlights texting/media use while driving, 

students will see a video of a texting then 
crashing scene and then view a simulation 
exercise of a multi-vehicle crash where 
EC faculty and current students will 
demonstrate the roles and responsibilities 
of various health professionals. 

Participants will also have an 
opportunity to tour campus; talk 
with current students, faculty and 

administration; and become familiar 
with healthcare education opportunities 
available at ECCC.

Anyone interested in a career in the 
healthcare field is invited to attend. Those 
who wish to bring a group should make 
prior arrangements by contacting the 
Healthcare Division at 601-635-6293 or 
email mrigdon@eccc.edu. 

EC to Host Healthfest Oct. 22-23

special to the tom-tom

The East Central Community 
College Workforce Develop-
ment Center will offer an eight-
week welding course at the 
Philadelphia/Neshoba County 
Career-Technical Center dur-
ing October and November.

Registration will be held at 6 
p.m. Monday, Oct. 12, and the 
first class meeting will follow 
registration. The class will 

meet from 6 to 9 p.m. for eight 
consecutive Mondays. 

Instruction will be offered 
in MIG, TIG, gas and stick 
welding. Joey Irby will serve 
as instructor and the cost to 
attend is $150 per person.

For more information or to 
register, contact Chris Clark, 
workforce development coor-
dinator, at 601-635-6245. The 
email is cclark@eccc.edu.

EC To Offer Welding 
Class in Philadelphia

Brown Bottling Group Makes Donation to ECCC Athletics: Mark Kennedy (far right), general 
manager of Brown Bottling Group in Meridian, presents East Central Community College President Dr. 
Billy Stewart with a $30,000 donation to support the college’s Warrior Club. With them is Chris Harris, 
ECCC dean of personnel and athletics. Brown Bottling, a distributor for Pepsi Cola and Dr. Pepper 
beverages, is the sole provider of drinks to the ECCC cafeteria and grill, as well as vending machine 
drinks and snacks. 

SPecial to the tom-tom
Winning Kick!: Aarion Goss (center), a student at Scott Central High School, successfully made an 
extra point kick and won free tuition for one semester at East Central Community College. The “Kick 
for Tuition” was held as part of the college’s “Be Our Guest” activities on Thursday, Sept. 24, during the 
ECCC vs. Copiah-Lincoln Community College football game. Area high school students were invited to 
attend the game as special guests of the college, and Goss was selected to attempt the kick after his 
name was drawn from among the 540 students in attendance. Presenting him with his certificate are 
Dr. Randall Lee (left), vice president for student services, and Romonica Evans (right), recruiter/career 
center director. 

SPecial to the tom-tom

By haNNah may
Design Editor

OctOber 12
4Homecoming America Day

OctOber 13
4Homecoming Superhero vs.  
    Villain Day
4FCA Fields of Faith
4Movie Night: Willy Wonka

OctOber 14
4Homecoming Twin Day
4Soccer @ Itawamba 2 & 4 
   p.m.

OctOber 15
4Homecoming Ultimate  
   Black & Gold
4Homecoming Pep Rally & 
   Dance

OctOber 16
4Soccer against Holmes 2 &  

       4 p.m. at home

OctOber 17
4Homecoming against      
    Southwest 2:30 p.m.

OctOber 20
4Movie Night: Hocus Pocus

OctOber 22
4Football at Pearl River at 
    7 p.m.

OctOber 23
4Soccer against Pearl River 
   2 & 4 p.m. at home

OctOber 26
4Fall Break
4MACJC Conference Event 
   #4 Golf Tournament Grand 
   Bear GC

OctOber 27
4Fall Break 
4MACJC Conference Event 
   #4 Golf Tournament Grand    
   Bear GC 
4Soccer Quarterfinals

OctOber 28
4Haunted House of Hoops

4Jeff Hodges to present a 
   gallery talk and art exhibit 
   at 1 p.m.

OctOber 29
4Decatur Treat Street

OctOber 31
4Soccer State Tournament 
   Semi-Finals

NOvember 1
4Soccer State Tournament 
   Finals

NOvember 3
4Movie Night: Max
4Blood Drive

NOvember 4
4Blood Drive

NOvember 5
4Fall Festival 

NOvember 12-13
4Mystery Masquerade 
   Dinner Theatre at 7 p.m. 
   Tickets are $15

NOvember 17
4Movie Night: Inside Out

NOvember 18
43-on-3 Intramural 
   Basketball Tournament

NOvember 19
4EC Concert Choir & NCHS 
    Choir will perform 
    Handel’s “Messiah” at 7 
    p.m. in Huff Auditorium

NOvember 23-27
4Thanksgiving Break

December 1
4Fine Arts Christmas 
    Spectacular at 7 p.m. in 
    Huff Auditorium. Tickets   

        are $15

December 4
4Warrior Wonderland

December 11
4Christmas Holiday Begins 
    for Students

StALLINGS

ec HAPPeNINGS

Notice! 
Natural gas is one of the safest; most reliable, efficient, and environmentally friendly fuels in use today delivering natural gas for heating, and cooking 

as well as other natural gas appliances. Natural gas for East Central Community College is delivered through jurisdictional natural gas pipeline system. 
Like any form of energy, though, it must be handled responsibly. East Central Community College is known as a Master Meter Operator and has valves, 
regulators, and pressure stations on campus. Always remember safety first when operating natural gas appliances of any kind. 

 Natural gas is a nontoxic, colorless, and odorless fuel that is lighter than air. This lighter-than-air quality is an important safety factor. If a leak occurs, 
natural gas will mix readily with air and rise into the atmosphere. As a safety measure the natural gas that is piped to your home or business has a 
harmful odor similar to rotten eggs so that you can easily detect even the smallest amount of gas that might escape. 

 From design and construction to operations and maintenance, natural gas utilities like ours set high standards to keep natural gas pipelines incident-
free. 

Damage Prevention
Although safe, tested, and regulated, the system’s most common hazard is from 3rd party damage from excavation. Before any are done, contact Dig 

Safety- Mississippi One-Call System, Inc. 1800-227-6477 or 811 and call East Central Community College at 601-635-6266. Always call before you dig. It’s 
as easy as dialing 8..1..1, and it’s the law! 

Detecting A Natural Gas Leak
Natural gas is one of the safest, most reliable, and environmentally friendly fuels in use today, but leaks can occur. There are three key ways to recognize a 

natural gas leak. 
Look. Blowing dirt, bubbling creeks or ponds, dry spots in moist areas or dead plants surrounded by green, live plants also may indicate a natural gas 

leak.
Listen. An unusual hissing sound near gas lines or appliances may indicate a natural gas leak.
Smell. In its raw state, natural gas is colorless and odorless. Natural gas utility companies add a substance called mercaptan to create the familiar, rotten-

egg like odor usually associated with natural gas. You should take action even if you detect only a faint odor natural gas in the air. 

Natural Gas Safety Tips 
Here are some key words to help you remember what to do if a natural gas leak is suspected: 
~Leave. Leave the area immediately. Do not try to find or stop the leak. 
~Don’t touch. Do not smoke, use cell phone, flashlight, turn on or off any lights or appliances or operate any kind of vehicle equipment that could create a 
spark. 
~Dial. Immediately notify us. If a leak is suspected call the following number 601-635-6266 or 601-686-2256.
~Remember- Never try to find the leak yourself!!
~To Report a Gas Leak call East Central Community College at 601-635-6266 or Campus Police at 601-527-8939.

For additional information, contact East Central Community College 601-635-6266 or 601-635-6298.

Safety Memo: Natural Gas Safety
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Warrior Athletics

2015-16 ECCC Cheerleaders: Pictured are members of the 2015-16 cheerleading squad at East Cen-
tral Community College. Squad members and their respective high schools include (front row, from left) 
Aerial Green, Leake Central; Brittney Rawson, Leake Academy; Codi Ballard, Newton County; Shelby 
Hemphill, Leake Academy; Keri Ann Mayfield, Union; Sydney Keith, Leake Academy; and Megan Miles, 
Lake; and (back row, from left) Ashton Killen, Neshoba Central; Landon Hutchison, Leake Central; Cole 
Hodgins, Neshoba Central; Hunter Brown, Leake Academy; Nathan Burns, Leake Central; Thomas Naz-
ary, Leake Academy; Adam Porter, Newton County; Taylor Nazary, Leake Academy; and Joshua Park-
man, Lake. 

special to the tom-tom

special to the tom-tom

East Central Commu-
nity College linebacker Eric 
McPherson has been named 
the Mississippi Association of 
Community and Junior Col-
leges Football Defensive Player 
of the Week for his play against 
Copiah-Lincoln Community 
College Sept. 24.

The 5-11, 221-pound sopho-
more out of Jim Hill High 
School in Jackson tallied 19 

total tackles, including 11 solo 
stops, in East Central’s near 
upset of No. 1-ranked Copiah-
Lincoln. He led a defense that 
held the Wolfpack to 309 yards 
total offense. McPherson also 
had one tackle for a loss.

Copiah-Lincoln won the 
game played in Bailey Stadium 
on the ECCC campus, 31-28.

On the season, McPherson is 
second in the MACJC in tack-
les with 53 total in five games.

EC Linebacker Eric McPherson named 
MACJC Defensive Player of  the Week

special to the tom-tom

Tyler Buckley of Vancleave 
was recently selected as a grad-
uate assistant baseball coach 
at East Central Community 
College, announced Dr. Billy 
Stewart, college president.

Buckley previously was an 
assistant baseball coach at St. 
Patrick Catholic High School in 
Biloxi, where he also managed 
and coordinated the pitching 
staff.

From 2013 to 2014 Buckley 

played minor league baseball 
with the Philadelphia Phillies 
organization. 

He also played college 
baseball for the University of 
Arkansas Little Rock and Mis-
sissippi Gulf Coast Community 
College.

Buckley received his associ-
ate degree from Mississippi 
Gulf Coast Community col-
lege and is currently enrolled 
at William Carey University 
where he is pursing a bach-
elor’s degree in health sciences.

Buckley Joins EC Baseball Staff

BUCKLEY

MCPHERSON

special to the tom-tom

Competing for the first time 
in a fall season, the Warrior 
Men’s Golf team fares well in 
MACJC Conference events. 

EC GolfErs finish fourth at 
MaCJC ConfErEnCE EvEnt
The East Central Communi-

ty College golf team took fourth 
place among eight teams in the 
third Mississippi Association of 
Community and Junior Col-
leges conference tournament 
of the fall season held Oct. 3-4 
at Wolf Hollow Golf Club in 
Wesson and hosted by Copiah-
Lincoln Community College.

 Sophomore Andrew Joiner 
out of Spanish Fort High 
School in Daphne, Ala., led the 
Warriors with a six-over par 
150 to tie for 13th overall. Oth-
er East Central golfers includ-
ed sophomore Zach Hammons 
of Raleigh High School, who 
shot a seven-over par 151 to 
tie for 15th; sophomore Tristan 
Hernandez of Leake Academy, 
who finished 10-over par 154 
and tied for 19th; freshman 
Kade Mathner of Enterprise 
High School (Ala.), who shot 
21-over par 165 and in 37th 
place; and sophomore Nathan 
Nance out of Newton County 
High School, who finished tied 
for 41st with a 24-over par 168. 

As a team, the Warriors shot 
a 38-over par 614. Meridian 
Community College won the 
tournament with a team score 

of two-under 574.
The Warrior golf team will 

compete in its fourth, and final, 
match of the fall season Mon-
day and Tuesday, Oct. 26-27, 
at Bear Creek Golf Club in 
Saucier. The tournament will 
be hosted by Mississippi Gulf 
Coast Community College.

EC GolfErs finish third at 
sECond straiGht ConfEr-

EnCE EvEnt
Led by sophomore Zack 

Hammons, the East Central 
Community College golf team 
took third place in the second 
MACJC tournament of the fall 
season held at Shiloh Ridge 
Golf Club in Corinth Sept. 
19-20 and hosted by Northeast 
Mississippi Community Col-
lege.

Hammons, a product of 
Raleigh High School, finished 
in third place among 55 other 
golfers after shooting a six-un-
der par 138 during the 36-hole 
tournament. He had rounds 
of 67 and 71 over the par 72 
course. Hammons finished in 
sixth place at the first tourna-
ment event of the season.

Other East Central golf-
ers playing in the Northeast 
Mississippi Community Col-
lege event included sophomore 
Tristan Hernandez of Leake 
Academy, who finished even 
par 144 and tied for ninth; 
sophomore Andrew Joiner of 
Spanish Fort High School in 
Daphne, who was three-over 

par 147 and finished 16th; 
freshman Kade Mathner out of 
Enterprise High School (Ala.), 
who shot six-over par 150 and 
finished tied for 19th; and 
sophomore Nathan Nance out 
of Newton County High School, 
who shot an 11-over 155 and 
tied for 29th.

As a team, the Warriors shot 
a two-over par 578. Meridian 
Community College won the 
tournament with a team score 
of 16-under 560.

ECCC Golf tEaM finishEs 
third in first tournaMEnt 

of fall sEason
The East Central Communi-

ty College golf team took third 
place in the first Mississippi 
Association of Community and 
Junior Colleges tournament of 
the fall season held at Eagle 
Ridge Golf Club in Raymond 
Sept. 12-13 and hosted by 
Hinds Community College.

 The Warriors were led by 
sophomore Zack Hammons, a 
product of Raleigh High School, 
who shot a two-over par 146 
during the 36-hole tournament. 
Hammons finished tied for 
sixth place overall.

 Other East Central golfers 
scoring in the event included 
sophomore Tristan Hernandez 
of Leake Academy and sopho-
more Andrew Joiner of Spanish 
Fort High School in Daphne, 
who both finished at five-over 
par 149 and tied for 10th place. 
Sophomore Nathan Nance out 

of Newton County High School 
shot a 12-over 156 to finish tied 
for 26th and freshman Seth 
McCormick of Newton Acad-

emy finished tied for 35th with 
a 16-over par 160.

As a team, the Warriors shot 
a 24-over par 600. Mississippi 

Gulf Coast won the tourna-
ment with a team three-over 
par 579.

East Central Community College Golf Team: The East Central Community College golf team recently 
began the fall portion of its 2015-16 Mississippi Association of Community and Junior Colleges confer-
ence schedule. MACJC tournaments will be played in the fall and spring this academic year. Members 
of this year’s Warrior golf team include (front row, from left) sophomore Nathan Nance of Newton County 
High School, sophomore Andrew Joiner of Spanish Fort High School (Ala.), sophomore Graham Win-
stead of Neshoba Central High School, and sophomore Zack Hammons of Raleigh High School; (back 
row, from left) Golf Coach Chris Clark, sophomore Blake Miller of Ocean Springs High School, freshman 
Kade Mathner of Enterprise High School (Ala.), freshman Seth McCormick of Newton County Academy, 
sophomore Tristan Hernandez of Leake Academy, and sophomore Wes Brown of Leake Academy. 

special to the tom-tom

Warrior Golf team sees Fall season action

STOP BEFORE YOU DROP 
…that Class 

 Be aware of Refund dates. If you drop a class, you will still have 
to pay for it! 

 Dropping a class may affect your financial aid status for Pell 
grants and student loans now and in future semesters. Ask a 
Financial Aid Office employee to be sure! 

 Dropping a class may affect scholarships, VA benefits, and other 
aid programs. Be aware that in most cases you will lose money, 
and you may lose the entire scholarship or benefits. Ask the VA 
representative in the Admissions Office how dropping a class 
will affect your VA funds.  Ask someone in the Financial Aid 
Office to be sure how dropping classes will affect you and your 
scholarships or other aid programs! 

 Dropping to less than full‐time status (12 hours) may adversely 
affect automobile or medical insurance coverage. 

 Have you talked to your instructor about dropping the class? Ask 
your instructor for advice!  Hang in there if you can! 

 Is the class a prerequisite for another class you need? Will 
dropping this class delay graduation or transfer plans? Ask your 
advisor to be sure! 

 Are you working too many hours? If so, is there another 
solution? More work hours often leads to lower grades. 

 If after careful consideration you decide to drop a course, please 
complete the appropriate paperwork.   
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East Central Community 
College Warrior Soccer has 
been busy in season action. 
The Lady Warriors have thus 
far sealed a spot in postseason 
action for the second straight 
season. 

Both the EC men’s and 
women’s soccer squads traveled 
to Senatobia on Friday, Oct. 9, 
to face the squads from North-
west Mississippi Community 
College. Results from these 
matches were not available at 
press time.

EC WomEn’s soCCEr  
QualifiEs for PostsEason
 The EC and Hinds Com-

munity College women’s soccer 
teams battled into the second 
overtime Oct. 6, before East 
Central got a goal from Me-
gan Yarbrough to secure a 1-0 
win. With the victory, the East 
Central women clinched a spot 
in the Mississippi Association 
of Community and Junior Col-
lege postseason tournament 
for the second straight season.

Yarbrough, a sophomore 
midfielder out of Center Hill 
High School in Olive Branch, 
scored in the 108th minute 
for the game winner in the 
women’s matchup. She was 
assisted by Allie Turner, a 
sophomore midfielder from 
Horn Lake High School.

The EC women improved to 
10-2 on the season, and 5-0 in 
MACJC North Division play. 
Hinds fell to 5-7 overall and 
2-2 in division play.

In men’s action, Hinds rolled 
to an 8-1 win over EC. The 
Warriors fell to 4-8-1 on the 
season and 1-3-1 in division 
play. Hinds improved to 7-4 
overall and 4-0 in North Divi-
sion play.

Abi Rivera, a sophomore 
midfielder out of Oxford High 
School in Saltillo, had the lone 
goal for the Warriors.

EC WomEn’s soCCEr shuts 
DoWn JaCksonvillE CollEgE

The EC women’s soccer team 
played a rare non-conference 
match Oct. 3 and came away 
with a 2-0 shutout victory over 
the Jacksonville College Lady 
Jaguars out of Jacksonville, 
Texas.

The match was played on 
the campus of Mississippi Gulf 
Coast Community College in 
Perkinston.

EC improved to 9-2 on the 
season.

Sophomore forward Car-
rissa Stevenson, a product of 
Harrison Central High School 
in Gulfport, scored both goals 
for East Central. Assists 
were by sophomore forward 
Lacey Field of Lewisburg 
High School in Olive Branch 
and freshman forward Kayla 
Young of Center Hill High 
School in Olive Branch.

EC soCCEr tEams DroP Pair 
of homE matChEs to JCJC
The EC men’s and women’s 

soccer teams dropped a pair of 
matches to the Jones County 
Junior College Bobcats and 
Lady Bobcats in action held on 
the Decatur campus Friday, 
Oct. 2.

In the first game of the 
afternoon, the Jones women 
defeated the EC women 2-0. 

In the men’s action, JCJC 
scored in 97th minute in over-
time to take a 1-0 win.

EC dropped to 4-7-1. The 
Jones Bobcats improved to 5-4.

ECCC Warrior soCCEr  
toPs Co-lin 3-1

 Sophomore forward Jacob 
Johnson scored a goal in each 
half to power the EC men’s 
soccer team to a 3-1 win over 
the Copiah-Lincoln Wolfpack 
Sept. 29 in Decatur.

With the win, the Warriors 
improved to 4-6-1 on the sea-
son. Co-Lin fell to 0-9-0.

 Johnson, a product of 

Destrehan High School (La.), 
scored in the 20th minute and 
again in the 83rd minute on an 
assist by sophomore midfielder 
Abi Rivera. Also scoring for EC 
in the 58th minute was fresh-
man midfielder Devon Pitts of 
George County High School on 
an assist by freshman mid-
fielder Nick Thomas out of 
Desoto Central High School.

 Johnson and Pitts now have 
six goals each on the season to 
lead the Warriors.

 East CEntral soCCEr tEams 
sPlit matChEs at southWEst

 The EC women’s soccer 
team continued its winning 
ways with a 4-0 shutout victo-
ry over the Southwest Missis-
sippi Community College Lady 
Bears Sept. 25. The EC men’s 
team fell to the home-standing 
Bears 5-0.

 The matches were played 
on the Southwest campus in 
Summit.

 The Lady Warriors im-
proved to 8-0 on the season. 
The Lady Bears dropped to 
1-9.

 The Warriors fell to 3-6-1 
on the 2015 season. The Bears 
improved to 4-5-1.

 In women’s action, EC got 
goals from four different play-
ers in the win. A goal by soph-
omore forward Tamia Cavett 
of Murrah High School in the 
43rd minute would prove to be 
all the Lady Warriors would 
need. Cavett was assisted by 
sophomore forward Carrissa 
Stevenson.

EC also got scores from 
freshman forward Presley 
McLemore of Brandon High 
School, with an assist from 
freshman defender Gabby 
Gross, a product of Lewisburg 
Central High School; from 
freshman midfielder Kenzie 
Jenkins out of McLaurin High 
School, assisted by McLemore; 
and from sophomore midfield-
er Allie Turner with the assist 
from Jenkins.

 EC WomEn’s soCCEr movEs 
to 7-0, mEn fall at holmEs
 The EC women’s soccer 

team squeaked by Holmes 
Community College 1-0 with 
a second half goal Sept. 15, to 
remain undefeated on the 2015 
season following the match 
played in Ridgeland. 

Coach Gray Massey’s women 
are now 7-0 on the season, and 
4-0 in MACJC North Division 
play. The previous best start of 
a season for the program was 
4-0.

The lone goal of the women’s 
match was by EC forward 
Presley McLemore in the 61st 
minute.  

EC outshot Holmes 14-4. In 
the last two games, EC has 
outshot its opponents 30-6.

The EC men fell to Holmes 
4-1. Sophomore midfielder 
Connor Brennan, a product of 
Pearl High School, scored his 
third goal of the season for the 
Warriors on a rebound off a 
penalty kick.

 The Warriors are now 3-5-1 
overall and 1-2-1 in division 
play. Holmes improved to 3-2 
and 1-1 in the division.

EC soCCEr tEams sWEEP 
northWEst at homE

 The EC men’s and women’s 
soccer teams swept MACJC 
North Division foe Northwest 
Community College by identi-
cal 2-1 scores in action on the 
Decatur campus Sept. 9.

In the women’s matchup, 
EC got goals from sophomore 
forward Lacey Field and 
freshman midfielder Kenzie 
Jenkins. Field was assisted 
by sophomore midfielder Allie 
Turner and Jenkins was as-
sisted by sophomore defender 
Brittany Rasco of Pascagoula 
High School.

 In men’s action, freshman 
midfielder Devon Pitts scored 
both goals for the Warriors. 

EC WomEn’s soCCEr toPs 
rEigning Div. ChamP hinDs
 The EC women’s soccer team 

moved to 4-0 on the season 
with a 2-1 win over MACJC 
North Division foe Hinds 
Community College Sept. 4, in 
Raymond.

The EC men dropped a 4-0 
decision to the Hinds men to 
fall to 2-4 on the 2015 cam-
paign.

In defeating last season’s 
North Division champions 
and state finalist Hinds Lady 
Eagles, EC sophomore forward 
Carrissa Stevenson buried a 
30-yard strike with 6:30 left in 
the match for the game win-
ner. Kenzie Jenkins scored 
EC’s first goal with an assist 
by sophomore forward Tamia 
Cavett.

 On the men’s side, the War-
riors could not find the net in 
the shutout loss to last year’s 
North Division champion 
Hinds Eagles.

EC mEn’s, WomEn’s soCCEr 
tEams sPlit matChEs at mgCC

 The EC women’s soccer 
team remained undefeated on 
the 2015 season with a tough 
2-1 win against Gulf Coast 
Community College in a match 
played Sept.1, in Perkinston. 
The EC men’s team took a 3-2 
lead to the locker room at the 
half against the home Bull-
dogs, but came up on the short 
end of the final 5-3 score.

 The Lady Warriors im-
proved to 3-0 with the win, 
while the Warriors fell to 2-3 
on the season.

 Forward Tamia Cavett 
scored twice in the span of 
one minute in the first half to 

give East Central a 2-0 lead at 
intermission. Forward Pres-
ley McLemore and sophomore 
midfielder Megan Yarbrough 
assisted on the goals. 

 The Lady Bulldogs scored 
with 14:38 to play in the 
match to bring the final score 
to 2-1.

 In the men’s match, the 
Warriors got goals from fresh-
man midfielder Fredy Gutier-
rez of Pontotoc High School on 
a penalty kick at the 20th min-
ute, from sophomore midfield-
er Connor Brennan off a cross 
from sophomore midfielder Abi 
Rivera at the 40th minute, and 
from sophomore forward Jacob 
Johnson at the 42nd minute to 
build a 3-2 halftime lead.

 EC was not able to score in 
the second half, and the Bull-
dogs tied the contest at the 
65th minute and then added 
two last-minute goals for the 
5-3 win.

Warrior soCCEr toPs Co-lin 
in DoublE ovErtimE

 The EC men’s soccer team 
picked up its first win of the 
season in dramatic fashion 
with a 3-2 double overtime win 
over Copiah-Lincoln Aug. 25 in 
Wesson.

 The ECCC Warriors im-
proved to 1-1 on the young 
season. Copiah-Lincoln is 0-1.

 The match was tied 1-1 at 
the half, with EC’s goal coming 
in the 20th minute from sopho-
more forward Jacob Johnson 
with an assist from freshman 
midfielder Fredy Gutierrez, 
a product of Pontotoc High 
School.

 Gutierrez added a goal of 
his own in the second half at 
the 80-minute mark, with the 

assist coming from Omar Guti-
errez, a sophomore midfielder 
from Mooreville High School.

 The game was tied 2-2 at 
the end of regulation and 
through the first overtime pe-
riod before EC’s Blake Bonds 
netted the game winner in the 
second overtime, assisted by 
Fredy Gutierrez. Bonds’ win-
ning goal came at the 102nd 
minute of the match. He is a 
freshman forward from Ger-
mantown High School.

ECCC WomEn’s soCCEr Wins, 
mEn fall in DoublE ot in  

sEason oPEnErs at mEriDian
 The EC women’s soccer 

team clamed a 2-0 shutout vic-
tory over Meridian Community 
College Aug. 21, while the EC 
men fell to the MCC Eagles 
2-1 in two overtime sessions.

The matches played at 
MCC’s C.D. Smith Field were 
the season openers for both 
ECCC squads.

The Warriors fell in a heart-
breaker in the opening match 
at Meridian when MCC’s Jor-
dan Walton scored his second 
goal of the game at the 104th 
minute to break a 1-1 tie and 
give the Eagles a 2-1 victory in 
double overtime.

Freshman midfielder Devon 
Pitts scored EC’s only goal in 
the first half off a corner kick, 
with the assist from Omar 
Gutierrez and Chase Hughes 
of Southeast Lauderdale High 
School.

In the women’s matchup, EC 
scored a goal in each half for 
the 2-0 win. Forward Presley 
McLemore and forward Tamia 
Cavett netted goals for EC.
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East Central Community 
College freshman goalkeeper 
Kaitlyn Knuth was named the 
Mississippi Association of Com-
munity and Junior Colleges 
Women’s Soccer Goalkeeper of 
the Week for the first week of 
the 2015 season.

Knuth, a product of Col-
linsville and West Lauderdale 
High School, played the entire 
90 minutes in her first colle-
giate contest Aug. 21, giving up 
no goals and making four saves 
in a 2-0 East Central victory 
over Meridian Community Col-
lege.

EC freshman is named MACJC 
Women’s Goalkeeper of  the Week

ECCC Men’s Soccer Team: Members of the 2015 East Central Community College men’s soccer team and their respective high schools 
include (first row, from left) manager Chris Yarbrough, Florence; forward Courtland Moore, Center Hill; midfielder/forward Blake Bonds, 
Germantown; defenders Kellen Clark of Newton County and Carlos Guitierrez of Mooreville; midfielder Omar Guitierrez, Mooreville; forward 
Jacob Johnson, Destrehan (La.); midfielders Connor Brennan of Pearl and Fredy Guitierrez, Pontotoc; and manager Dalton Wilson, Horn 
Lake; (second row, from left) manager Khyla Jones, Laurel; midfielders Lazaro Hernandez of Forest and Abimael Rivera of Oxford; defender 
Gage Leifried, Southeast Lauderdale; midfielder/defender Seth Summerlin, Florence; defender Danilo Mejia, Destrehan (La.); midfielders 
Matthew Morea of McLaurin and Richard Jacobson of Pascagoula; defender Jamar Simms, Pascagoula; midfielder/forward Chase Hughes, 
Southeast Lauderdale; and manager Katherine Moran, Pascagoula; and (third row, from left) assistant coach Gray Massey, goalkeeper 
Zack Vickers, Northwest Rankin; midfielder/defender Nick Thomas, Desoto Central; defender Durham Norman, Florence; midfielder Devon 
Pitts, George County; defenders Parker McWhirter and Samm Thompson, both of Newton County; forward Will Stewart, Newton County; 
goalkeeper Jakob Williams, Horn Lake; and head coach Kenneth Thompson, who begins his 17th season leading the Warriors. 

special to the tom-tom

ECCC Women’s Soccer Team: Pictured are members of the 2015 women’s soccer squad at East Central Community College. Team 
members and their respective high schools include (first row, from left) manager Chris Yarbrough, Florence; goalkeeper, Toni Lowe, Gautier; 
midfielders Gabby Stapp, West Harrison, and Kenzie Jenkins, McLaurin; defender Brianna Scobey, Corinth; midfielders Allie Turner, Horn 
Lake, and Megan Parrish, Pascagoula; forward Presley McLemore, Brandon; defender Kayla Anderson, Florence; and manager Dalton 
Wilson, Horn Lake; (second row, from left) manager Khyla Jones, Laurel; forward Carrissa Stevenson, Harrison Central; defender Mag-
gie Luke, Newton County; midfielder Piper Wallace, Harrison Central; forward Tamia Cavett, Murrah; defender Erin Golden, Petal; forward 
Lacey Field, Lewisburg Central; midfielder Megan Yarbrough, Center Hill; and manager Katherine Moran, Pascagoula; and (third row, from 
left) assistant coach Kenneth Thompson; forward Kayla Young, Center Hill; defenders Pashien Kelley-Johnson, West Harrison, and Brittany 
Rasco, Pascagoula; midfielder Mary Kate Collins, Neshoba Central; defender Gabrielle Gross, Lewisburg Central; goalkeeper Kaitlyn Knuth, 
West Lauderdale; and third-year head coach Gray Massey. Not pictured is manager Darrell Soto, Forest. 

special to the tom-tom

ec soccer teams take the pitch

KNUTH
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Warriors Battle for Wins on the Gridiron
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Warriors roll to 28-19 south  
Division Football Win over hinDs
 Behind the running of Tredar-

ian Gamble and the passing of Jesse 
Hosket, the Warriors rolled to a 28-19 
MACJC South Division victory over 
the Hinds Community College Eagles 
Oct. 1 in Bailey Stadium.

Gamble, a freshman running back 
out of Oxford High School (Ala.), 
rushed for 154 yards, and Hosket, a 
sophomore quarterback out of French 
Camp High School, passed for three 
touchdowns.

The Warriors drove 96 yards in 14 
plays for their first score. Hosket con-
nected on a quick out pass to sopho-
more wide receiver Kabion Ento of 
Dollarway High School in Pine Bluff, 
Ark., who turned up field and raced 
22 yards to the end zone. Freshman 
kicker Aaron Garrett out of Meridian 
High School kicked the point after and 
EC led 7-0 with 3:29 to go in the first 
quarter.

EC extended its lead to 14-0 on its 
next possession on another Hosket 
to Ento scoring toss, this time cover-
ing 41 yards on the second play of the 
second quarter. The drive covered 65 
yards in just five plays. Garrett kicked 
the point after.

Hinds would get a 25-yard field goal 
off the foot of freshman kicker Mason 
Sollie to cut the lead to 14-3 at 8:07 of 
second quarter.

On its next possession, the Eagles 
drove 80 yards in eight plays to pull 
within 14-10 just before the half. 
Sophomore wide receiver Jahmmir 
Taylor scored on a sweep from the five 
yard line. Sollie’s point after kick was 
good.

EC went up 21-10 midway through 
the third quarter on a nine-yard 
run up the middle by Gamble. Gar-
rett kicked the PAT. The nine-play, 
61-yard drive was kept alive by a key 
fourth down conversion. Needing six 
yards, the Warriors picked up 18 yards 
on a Hosket pass to freshman wide 
receiver Noah Nix out of West Lauder-
dale High School on a wheel route.

Hinds answered on its next drive 
with a 42-yard Sollie field goal. With 
2:19 left in the third quarter, the EC 
lead was 21-13.

The Warriors appeared to put the 
game out of reach early in the fourth 
quarter on Hosket’s third touchdown 
pass of the evening, a perfect strike to 
freshman wide receiver Henri Murphy 
on a 28-yard slant route. Murphy is a 
product of Dollarway High School in 
Pine Bluff, Ark. Garrett’s point after 
kick put East Central up 28-12 with 
13:52 to go in the game.

But Hinds would not quit. With 5:01 
remaining, quarterback TR Page hit 
running back DJ Sims on a 15-yard 
pass and run. Sollie’s point after at-
tempt was wide left, and EC had its 
final 28-19 margin of victory.

Sophomore defensive end Jadarius 
Ceasar out of Paul Bryant High School 
in Tuscaloosa, Ala., was in the Hinds 
backfield all night, recording three 
sacks for minus 15 yards and three 
tackles for losses of nine yards.

Furious ComebaCk Falls short as 
no. 19 eC Falls to no. 1 Co-lin

 A furious second half comeback 
by the Warriors fell short as the No. 
1 ranked Copiah-Lincoln Wolfpack 
escaped Bailey Stadium on Sept. 24, 
with a hard-fought 31-28 MACJC 
South Division victory.

The Warriors had driven inside 
the Co-Lin 20-yard line with under 
two minutes remaining in the game, 
trailing 31-28, when sophomore wide 
receiver Devin McIntosh out of Amory 
High School had the ball jarred loose 
and the Wolfpack recovered on their 
own 13 yard line to preserve the vic-
tory.

The Wolfpack wasted little time 
getting on the scoreboard to start the 
game. Co-Lin took the opening kickoff 
and drove 82 yards in 16 plays to the 
EC nine-yard line before settling for 
a 26-yard field goal from sophomore 
kicker Greg Nickles. With 7:09 to go in 
the first quarter, Co-Lin led 3-0.

Following an EC punt, the visitors 
were on the move again. Co-Lin drove 
68 yards in 10 plays culminating in a 
two-yard touchdown plunge by sopho-
more running back Lakedric Lee. The 
point after by Nickles put the Wolf-
pack up 10-0 after one quarter of play.

It appeared the Warriors might 

get back into the game on their next 
drive. EC had moved to the Co-Lin 
27 yard line, when freshman running 
back Tredarian Gamble fumbled and 
Co-Lin’s Lashard Durr scooped up the 
ball and raced 75 yards untouched for 
the touchdown. The point after kick 
was good again, and the Wolfpack led 
17-0 early in the second quarter.

On the ensuing Co-Lin kickoff, EC 
quickly moved down the field for its 
first score of the night. The Warriors 
drove 77 yards in just five plays with 
Gamble scoring from the two. The 
extra point by freshman kicker Aaron 
Garrett closed the gap to 17-7.

The Warriors immediately went 
back on offense at their own 49-yard 
line after a successful onside kick. 
Seven plays later, Gamble was in the 
end zone again, this time from six 
yards out. Garrett’s point after was 
good, and EC had pulled to within 
17-14 with eight minutes remaining in 
the first half.  

The Wolfpack would extend their 
lead back to 10 with 3:23 left in the 
half on a four-yard run by Lee. The 
nine-play drive covered 60 yards. 
Nickles PAT put Co-Lin up 24-14 after 
two quarters of play.

Gamble scored his third touchdown 
of the game on EC’s first drive of the 
third quarter. The Warriors took the 
opening kick off of the second half 
and drove 68 yards in 10 plays, with 
Gamble bulling over from the four. 
Garrett’s kick was true and the Co-Lin 
lead was cut to 24-21.

EC was poised to get ball right back 
with a chance to take the lead, but a 
mishandled punt was recovered by Co-
Lin at the Warrior 37. Just four plays 
later, the Wolfpack was in the end 
zone again, this time on a 19-yard pass 
from freshman quarterback Garrett 
Kruzcek to sophomore wide receiver 
Dayall Harris. After the PAT, Co-Lin 
led 31-21.

The Warriors drove to the Co-Lin 22 
early in the fourth quarter, but turned 
the ball over on downs after failing to 
convert a fourth and one.

The EC defense stiffened on the next 
Wolfpack possession and forced a Co-
Lin punt. Three plays later, quarter-
back Hosket hit a wide open Jordan 
Thomas on a 60-yard scoring toss. The 
sophomore tight end out of Sumrall 
High School caught the ball at about 
the 15, shook off a Co-Lin defender 
and found the end zone. Garrett’s kick 
pulled EC to within 31-28.

Co-Lin lost 14 yards on its next pos-
session, thanks in part to a Jadarius 
Ceasar sack of Kruzcek. The sopho-
more defensive end dropped the Co-
Lin signal caller for a seven-yard loss. 
The Wolfpack were forced to punt from 
their own end zone giving EC good 
field position at midfield with 5:28 left 
in the game.

The Warriors drove to the Wolfpack 
22 yard line in the final two minutes 
of the contest. Hosket hit McIntosh for 
what appeared to be a first down at 
the Co-Lin 13, before he was hit hard 
and lost the football.

EC finished with 435 yards total of-
fense, while Co-Lin managed just 309. 
Hosket was 13 of 20 passing for 253 
yards. Thomas had two catches for 85 
yards and the touchdown. McIntosh 
had five receptions for 64 yards. On 
the ground, Gamble had 137 yards 
rushing on 23 carries and three touch-
downs.

eC earns 29-14 Football roaD Win 
over holmes Community College
EC scored two touchdowns in each 

half and the Warrior defense slowed 
down the top rushing attack in the 
conference to earn a hard fought 29-14 
win over the Holmes Community Col-
lege Bulldogs Sept. 17.

The game was played at Grenada 
High School as Holmes celebrated 
Military Appreciation Night.

Behind two touchdown passes from 
sophomore quarterback Jesse Hosket 
and 133 yards rushing by freshman 
running back Tredarian Gamble, EC 
built a 16-7 halftime lead.

The Warriors got on the scoreboard 
on their first possession of the game, 
taking the opening kickoff and march-
ing 44 yards to the Holmes 15 before 
the drive stalled. Freshman kicker 
Aaron Garrett nailed a 32-yard field 
goal and EC had a 3-0 lead with 11:42 
left in the first quarter.

EC expanded the lead to 10-0 two 
possessions later on an 18-yard scor-
ing strike from Hosket to big tight 
end Jordan Thomas. It was the first 

touchdown reception of the season for 
Thomas. The Warriors drive covered 
42 yards in just four plays. Garrett 
kicked the point after.

On the Warrior’s next possession, 
Hosket threw his second touchdown 
pass of the first half hitting freshman 
wide receiver Noah Nix out of West 
Lauderdale High School from 19 yards 
out. Garrett’s point after kick was 
blocked, but EC led 16-0 with 7:27 left 
in the first half.

Holmes would answer on the ensu-
ing possession with a 60-yard drive 
culminating in a six-yard touchdown 
run by sophomore running back Dre 
Massey of Greenville, S.C. The point 
after kick was good and the Warriors 
lead was cut to 16-7.

EC had one more chance to put 
points on the scoreboard in the first 
half after driving 52 yards to the 
Holmes 24 with 23 seconds remaining, 
but a 41-yard field goal attempt by 
Garrett fell short.

The Bulldogs vaunted running at-
tack took over on the opening drive of 
the second half, as Holmes drove 65 
yards in eight plays with sophomore 
running back Aquindus Henson of Mc-
Comb barreling in from the five for the 
score. The PAT was good and the EC 
lead was just two points, 16-14.

The Warriors answered on their 
first drive of the third quarter, going 
72 yards in nine plays, capped by a 
10-yard touchdown jaunt by freshman 
running back Mikell Daniels. Garrett’s 
PAT attempt was again blocked and 
EC led 22-14.

EC put the game out of reach with 
4:25 remaining in the fourth quarter 
as Daniels bulled in from the one 
following a nine play, 66-yard drive. 
Garrett was true on the point after 
and the Warriors were up 29-14.

The Warriors ran the final seconds 
off the clock to end the game at the 
Holmes seven yard line following an 
interception by sophomore safety Aus-
tin Balthazor.

 eCCC Drops First Football game 
oF season 30-14 at gulF Coast

The No. 14 ranked Mississippi Gulf 
Coast Community College Bulldogs 
handed the Warriors their first defeat 
of the season Sept. 10, by the score 
of 30-14 in a MACJC South Division 
matchup on a muggy night in A.L. 
Williams Memorial Stadium in Per-
kinston.

Gulf Coast scored on its first three 
possessions of the game to pull out 
to a 17-7 halftime lead. The Bulldogs 
points came on a 28-yard field goal, 
a three-yard run following a 65-yard 
drive, and a one-yard plunge on a 
fourth and one following an 85-yard 
drive.

EC’s lone first half score came when 
sophomore wide receiver Kabion Ento 
took a screen pass from quarterback 
Jesse Hosket and weaved 48 yards to 
the end zone. The point after by kicker 
Aaron Garrett was good and the 
Warriors led for the only time on the 
evening, 7-3.

The Warriors had a chance to close 
the gap just before the half when 
sophomore defensive lineman Derek 
Mahaffey of Oxford High School (Ala.) 
picked up a fumble by Gulf Coast 
quarterback A.J. Erdely and returned 
it 29 yards to the Bulldog nine yard 
line with eight seconds remaining in 
the second quarter. But an errant Ho-
sket pass and a missed Garrett field 
goal attempt from 26 yards kept the 
first half score at 17-7.

On its second possession of the third 
quarter, EC tackled the Gulf Coast 
punter after an errant snap and took 
over on the Bulldogs 49. The Warriors 
drove inside the Gulf Coast 30 before 
losing 10 yards on a fumbled pitch, 
resulting in a Garrett punt. Gulf Coast 
took over on its own 14 following the 
punt, and two plays later extended its 
lead to 24-7 on an electrifying 88-yard 
run by T-Rod Daniels.

 Gulf Coast added a 27-yard field 
goal on the second play of the final 
quarter and a 28-yard field goal with 
8:56 remaining in the game to push 
the lead to 30-7. 

EC would find the end zone one 
more time with 2:46 remaining in the 
game. After a 42-yard punt return 
by freshman wide receiver Tredarian 
Gamble, Hosket and Ento connected 
for the second time in the game, this 
time from 19 yards out. Garrett’s point 
after made the final score 30-14.

Hosket finished the game 19 of 35 
passing for 148 yards and two touch-

downs. Ento caught seven passes for 
87 yards and two touchdowns. 

eCCC Football opens season 2-0 
aFter stopping Coahoma 46-13
Quarterback Jesse Hosket tossed 

three touchdown passes, defensive end 
Jalon Sangster returned an intercep-
tion 22 yards for a touchdown, and 
running back Donterrius Poe raced 
76 yards for a touchdown to power 
the Warriors to a 46-13 win over the 
visiting Coahoma Community College 
Tigers Sept. 3 in Bailey Stadium.

While managing only eight first 
downs, EC was able to put 27 points 
on the scoreboard in the first half for 
the second straight week.

The Warriors would take an early 
3-0 lead after Coahoma bobbled the 
snap on a punt attempt and East 
Central recovered on the Tigers’ 18-
yard line. Three plays later, freshman 
kicker Aaron Garrett was good on a 
36-yard field goal and EC led 3-0 with 
12:19 left in the first quarter.

Coahoma would quickly grab the 
lead with an 80-yard drive capped by 
a 45-yard touchdown pass by a scram-
bling Dominic Marino to running back 
Earnest Butler. The point after was 
good and the Tigers had a 7-3 lead.

Coahoma recovered its ensuing 
onside kick and took over at the EC 
45 yard line. Unable to move the ball, 
the Tigers lost 14 yards on a fake punt 
on fourth down and the Warriors took 
over deep in Coahoma territory. On 
the very next play, Hosket hit a wide-
open sophomore wide receiver Devin 
McIntosh on a 35-yard scoring strike. 
Garrett’s point after was good and EC 
led 10-7 with 5:22 to go in the opening 
quarter.

Less than a minute later, sopho-
more defensive back Devontae Wil-
son batted a Marino pass up in the 
air and the freshman Sangster from 
Louisville High School pulled it down 
at the 22 and rambled to the end zone 
with Coahoma defenders hanging on. 
Garrett’s kick was good again and the 
Warriors led 17-7.

EC extended its lead on the next 
offensive possession with a 78-yard 
drive culminating with an 18-yard 
touchdown pass from Hosket to sopho-
more wide receiver Toriano Howard 
out of Quitman High School. The key 
play of the drive was a 52-yard pass 
from Hosket to sophomore wide re-
ceiver Kabion Ento. Garrett’s kick was 
good and EC was up 24-7.

Coahoma marched right back with a 
78-yard drive of its own, with Marino 
hitting wide receiver Devonta Jones 
on a 35-yard scoring strike. The extra 
point was blocked and the Warriors’ 
lead was cut to 24-13 with 11:09 to 
play in the first half.

On its next possession, EC drove 66 
yards before stalling at the Coahoma 
nine-yard line. Garrett connected on 
a 25-yard field goal and the Warriors 
would take 27-13 lead to the locker 
room at the half.

Hosket came out throwing again 
in the second half. On the Warriors’ 
second possession, he connected with 
Ento, this time for 51 yards and the 
score. With Garrett’s extra point, East 
Central was up 34-13 with 11:40 to go 
in the third quarter.

Neither team would score again 
until midway through the final quar-
ter. Garrett added a 28-yard field goal 
with 8:43 remaining in the game after 
Breyron Jackson, a freshman defen-
sive end out of Germantown High 
School in Canton, picked off a Marino 
pass at the Coahoma 16 yard line. 
Garrett’s kick pushed the EC lead to 

37-13.
Moments later, the speedy freshman 

running back Poe, a product of Phila-
delphia High School, raced 76 yards 
for another Warrior score with 5:31 
left in the game. Garrett’s point after 
made score 44-13.

Just 20 seconds later, sophomore de-
fensive lineman Derek Mahaffey out of 
Oxford High School (Ala.) tackled Co-
ahoma’s running back in the end zone 
for a safety and the Warriors built the 
lead to the final 46-13 margin.

EC piled up 424 yards total offense 
on the evening. The Warrior defense 
produced five sacks, two blocked kicks, 
three interceptions, and a safety, 
while holding the Coahoma offense 
without a first down in the second 
half.

Hosket finished the game 11 of 
24 passing for 230 yards and three 
touchdowns. Ento was on the receiv-
ing end of five of those passes for 133 
yards and a touchdown. Poe finished 
with 116 yards on nine carries and a 
touchdown. Sophomore safety Aus-
tin Balthazor out of Seminary High 
School in Collins also had an intercep-
tion for the Warriors.

Garrett connected on three field 
goals on the evening and five extra 
points. He handled the punting and 
kickoffs as well.

eCCC Football opens season With 
impressive shutout oF mDCC

The Warriors jumped out to a 27-0 
first half lead on the way to a season-
opening 34-0 win over the visiting 
Mississippi Delta Community College 
Trojans Aug. 27 in Bailey Stadium.

The Warriors got the first half 
scoring started when freshman line-
backer Pat Walker, a product of North 
Forrest High School in Hattiesburg, 
stepped in front of a Devonte McPher-
son pass and returned it 14 yards for 
the touchdown to give East Central 
a 7-0 lead with 6:59 remaining in the 
first quarter. Aaron Garrett kicked the 
point after.

EC would extend the lead to 14-0 
on its next offensive possession, when 
sophomore running back Savon Rob-
inson out of Raymond High School 
scampered 20 yards for the score. The 
big play of the 98-yard drive was a 49-
yard pass from quarterback Jesse Ho-
sket to freshman wide receiver Henri 
Murphy. Garrett kicked the PAT.

The Warriors got on the scoreboard 
yet again on their next possession, 
when wide receiver Kabion Ento took 
a screen pass from Hosket and raced 
79-yards for the score. Garrett again 
was good on the point after. With 9:22 
remaining in the first half, EC led 
21-0.

Robinson wasn’t done in the first 
half as he raced 62 yards to the end 
zone the next time the Warriors had 
the ball to give EC a 27-0 lead. Gar-
rett’s point after was no good.

The score remained 27-0 until 8:09 
left in the game when running back 
Donterrius Poe scored from 12 yards 
out. The point after was good by Gar-
rett and the Warriors led 34-0.

A stingy Warrior defense forced 
eight Trojan punts, an interception, 
and a fumble in their first 11 posses-
sions of the game. EC held the Trojans 
to 222 yards offense and sacked Delta 
quarterbacks five times.

Robinson finished with 119 yards 
rushing on 10 carries, with two touch-
downs, while Poe tallied 43 yards on 
nine carries and a touchdown. Hosket 
was 13 of 18 passing for 188 yards and 
a touchdown. Ento had three catches 
for 95 yards and a touchdown. 

SPECIAL TO THE TOM-TOM
On Sophomore Recognition Night, EC sophomore wide receiver Kabion Ento hauls 
in a 22-yard touchdown toss from quarterback Jesse Hosket in the first quarter.
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SPECIAL TO THE TOM-TOM

Members of the East Central 
Community College Collegians 
were recently selected for 2015-
16, announced director Chas 
Evans. 

The popular rock ‘n’ roll 
group includes vocalists 
Garrett McDill of Sebastapol, 
Peyton Jones of Nanih Waiya, 
Dustin Morgan and Aleia 
Sharp, both of Union, Tallie 
Johnston, a homeschooler 
from Lake, and Anna Wells 
of Winston Academy; bass 

guitarist Houston Martin, 
lead guitarists Stephen 
Stewart, alto saxophonist Brad 
Taylor and tenor saxophonist 
Graham Mumphree, all of 
Newton County; keyboardist 
Anna Claire Webb of 
Noxapater, drummer Chris 
Kelley of Newton, auxiliary 
percussionist Caleb Franklin 
and trombonist Evan Derrick, 
both of Morton; and trumpeter 
Anastasia Crout of Lake.

Technicians are Michael 
Buntyn, Ryan Packer, Troy 
Gregory and Hannah Mitchell, 

all of Newton County; 
Christian Bounds and Lucas 
Bates, both of Lake; Danny 
Smith of Carthage, Christian 
Richardson of Union and Sam 
Mitchell of Leake Academy.

The Collegians perform on 
campus each semester and 
are available for a limited 
amount of school and civic 
performances throughout the 
year. For more information, 
contact Chas Evans, 601-635-
6227, or call toll free, 877-
462-3222, ext. 227. His email 
address is cevans@eccc.edu.

Collegians Selected for 2015-16

ECCC Phi Beta Lambda Officers: Serving as Phi Beta Lambda officers at East Central Community 
College are (seated from left) Cris Ann Bryan, president, and Kimberly Watkins, vice president, both 
of Philadelphia; and (standing from left) Lane Wooten of Carthage, reporter, and Caleb Brown, social 
media chair, and Katie Hillman, secretary, both of Philadelphia. Phi Beta Lambda is an organization for 
students interested in business-related careers.  

special to the tom-tom

Reminder: Wear IDs 
at All Times!



A Student Publication of East Central Community College The Tom-TomPage 12

Warrior Scene
Scenes from Welcome Back Week 2015

PHOTOS By TOm-TOm STaff PHOTOgraPHerS



 BY HANNAH MAY
Design Editor

AUGUST
Monday, August 24- Meet 

the Warriors. Picnic at the 
Deck at 4:45 p.m. Pep Rally/In-
troductions at 6:30 p.m.
Tuesday, August 25- War-

rior soccer versus Copiah Lin-
coln at 6:30 p.m. in Wesson.
Thursday, August 27- War-

rior and Lady Warrior soccer 
versus Southwest in Decatur. 
Women at 1 p.m. followed by 
men at 3 p.m. Warrior Football 
versus MS Delta at 6:30 p.m. in 
Decatur. 
Friday, August 28- Warrior 

soccer versus Andrew, Ga. at 3 
p.m. in Decatur.

SEPTEMBER
Tuesday, September 1- 

Warrior and Lady Warrior soc-
cer versus Gulf Coast. Women 
at 5 p.m. followed by men at 7 
p.m. in Perkinston. 
Thursday, September 3- 

Warrior Football versus Coaho-
ma at 6:30 p.m. in Decatur. 
Friday, September 4- War-

rior and Lady Warrior soccer 
versus Hinds. Women at 5 p.m. 
followed by men at 7 p.m. in 
Raymond.
Monday, September 7- La-

bor Day Holiday
Wednesday, September 9- 

Warrior and Lady Warrior soc-

cer versus Northwest. Women 
at 3 p.m. followed by men at 5 
p.m. in Decatur. 
Thursday, September 10- 

Warrior football versus Gulf 
Coast at 7 p.m. in Perkinston. 
Friday, September 11- 

Warrior and Lady Warrior soc-
cer versus Itawamba. Women 
at 4 p.m. followed by men at 6 
p.m. in Decatur.
Saturday, September 12 

and Sunday September 13- 
MACJC Conference Event #1 
Golf Tournament hosted by 

Hinds in Raymond. 
Tuesday September 15- 

Warrior and Lady Warrior soc-
cer versus Holmes. Women at 2 
p.m. followed by men at 4 p.m. 
in Ridgeland.
Thursday September 

17- Warrior football versus 
Holmes. 7 p.m. at Grenada 
High School. Warrior Baseball 
MACJC Sophomore Showcase. 
Saturday September 19- 

Lady Warrior soccer versus 
MS College JV. 3:30 p.m. in 
Clinton. 

Saturday September 19 
and Sunday, September 20- 
MACJC Conference Event #2 
Golf Tournament hosted by 
Northeast CC in Corinth. 
Thursday, September 

24- Warrior Football versus 
Copiah-Lincoln. 6:30 p.m. in 
Decatur. 
Friday, September 25- 

Warrior and Lady Warrior soc-
cer versus Southwest. Women 
at 2 p.m. followed by men at 4 
p.m. in Summit. 

BY  MADELON  TAYLOR
Editor

The Success Center has been 
relocated off the lobby of the 
Burton Library in an effort to 
better serve the students of 
East Central Community Col-
lege.

Mary Boulton, director of 
the Success Center, said she is 
excited about the new location 
and believes it will “provide a 

great space and be easily acces-
sible with its central location 
for students and faculty.”

During the summer, the 
center was relocated to the 
library, which was built during 
the 1976-77 academic year. In 
addition to the move, Burton 
Library received upgrades with 
new LED lighting installed at 
a total cost of approximately 
$41,000. The new lighting will 
provide more effi cient lighting 

that is brighter and requires 
less maintenance efforts. 

The Success Center is an 
academic support service for 
students that allows them to 
increase their academic self-
awareness and develop the 
most current learning and 
study strategies necessary for 
success in the college environ-
ment. The Success Center uses 
faculty-led and online tutorial 
services and computer-assisted 

instruction for students who 
need assistance with academic 
studies.

Normal operation hours for 
the center will be from 8 a.m. 
until 8 p.m. Monday through 
Wednesday; 8 a.m. until 4:30 
p.m. on Thursday and 8 a.m. 
until 4 p.m. on Friday. 

For more information about 
the Success Center, contact 
Boulton at 601-635-6346.
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STRIKE A POSE

STRIKE A POSE

SKYLAR DAVIDSON
SOPHOMORE • NURSING • MORTON

Why did you choose to attend EC? It’s close to home and 
small, so it’s easy to meet people and get involved.

What is your favorite thing about EC? Being able to get so 
close to everybody.

What is your favorite meal in the Cafeteria? Salad bar.
Who is your favorite faculty/staff member? Why? Mrs. 

(Sharon) Lejeune-Fisher; she was SO sweet and teaches so good 
and she helps you out a lot.

What is the worst thing about college life? Having a cur-
few in the dorms and not being able to go in each other’s dorms...
also, we need an ice machine!

What is your most embarrassing moment at EC? I can’t 
think of anything more embarrassing than me being in the col-
lege beauty pageant.

What extra curricular activities are you involved in? 
Students Against Destructive Decisions, Student Body Associa-
tion, Warrior Corps and Diamond Darlings.

What is your best memory at EC? If I had to choose one, 
it’d be the Scavenger Hunt during Spring Spree. However, there 
are so many memories I made last year that it is hard to name a 
favorite.

What are your plans after EC? Hopefully attend nursing 
school at University of Mississippi Medical Clinic.

— Madelon Taylor, editor

BILLY RAY ‘MAN MAN’ CAMERON
SOPHOMORE • PHYSICAL THERAPY • MENDENHALL

Why did you choose to attend EC? Great academic and 
sports programs.

What is your favorite thing about EC? The people.
What is your favorite meal in the Cafeteria? The rice.
Who is your favorite faculty/staff member? Why? Mrs. 

(Susan) Fox-Smith; she really cares about her students and their 
success.

What is the worst thing about college life? Having to eat 
cafeteria food and not having home-cooked meals.

What is your most embarrassing moment at EC? Tripping 
in front of everyone walking up the steps.

What extra curricular activities are you involved in? 
Baseball.

What is your best memory at EC? The Foam Party at the 
beginning of the year and Spring Spree.

What are your plans after EC? Continue playing baseball at 
a Division I college.

— Madelon Taylor, editor

Welcome back, Warriors,
from your friends at

Hattiesburg   •   Biloxi   •   WMCAREY.EDU

Community college students 
excel at Carey with great transfer 

scholarships and a supportive, 
faith-based environment.

SPECIAL TO THE TOM-TOM

East Central Community College’s 
women’s soccer and softball teams have 
been named best in the nation in their 
respective sports for academic excellence 
by the National Junior College Athletic As-
sociation for 2014-15.

The East Central women’s soccer pro-
gram was named the NJCAA Women’s 
Soccer Academic Team of the Year and 
the women’s softball team was named the 
NJCAA Women’s Softball Academic Team 
of the Year. 

East Central’s women’s soccer team, led 
by Head Coach Gray Massey, complied an 

overall 3.53 grade-point average to lead all 
community college soccer programs in the 
nation. It was the fourth such honor since 
the program began in 2005. The squad also 
had a successful season on the fi eld in fall 
2014, with their best record ever at 12-4-2 
and fi rst appearance in post-season play.

ECCC’s women’s softball team, under the 
direction of Head Coach Kristin Chaney, 
compiled an overall 3.63 GPA to lead all 
community college softball programs in the 
nation. Chaney’s squad fi nished the season 
48-14 during spring 2015 and second in 
the NJCAA Division II Softball National 
Championship tournament.

Other ECCC teams recognized by the 

NJCAA for having an overall team GPA of 
3.0 or above included women’s tennis, 3.45 
GPA and 13th best in the nation; men’s 
baseball, 3.14 GPA and No. 33 in rankings; 
and men’s soccer, 3.04 GPA and No. 6 in 
the nation.

“We place a major emphasis on student 
success at East Central Community Col-
lege in fulfi llment of our 2020 Vision stra-
tegic plan,” said ECCC President Dr. Billy 
Stewart. “Our No. 1 priority is to make 
sure we provide our students with every 
opportunity to succeed academically. I’m 
extremely proud of these student-athletes 
and their coaches for being winners both in 
the classroom and on the playing fi elds.”

EC Women’s Soccer, Softball Teams 
Named NJCAA Academic Teams of Year

Success Center Moves to Library

Welcome Back Week is bigger 
and better than ever this year.” 

Events for the week include:

MONDAY, AUGUST 17
ECCC classes start
“Monday Madness” 
    Pavilion and Intramural 
    Field 
30-foot slide, snow cones, 
    laser tag, paint twister: 
    5-7:30 p.m.

TUESDAY, AUGUST 18
“Cookout with the Council” 
    at the pavilion, 5-6:30 p.m.
There will also be a movie 
     on the big screen. 

WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 19
Clubs Unite at the 
     Brackeen Wood Gym, 6:30-
     8 p.m.
All campus clubs and 
     organizations have a pre
     view and students are 
     encouraged to sign up for 
     different clubs to get 
     involved!

THURSDAY, AUGUST 20
Foam party/dance at the 
    Pavilion, 8:30-11:30 p.m.
DJ and photo booth will 
     also be set up.  
Wear appropriate attire 
    (no swimwear)
*There will be a Black and 

Gold soccer game before the 
Foam Party at 6 p.m. in Bailey 
Stadium.

EC HAPPENINGS

WELCOME
From Page 1
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special to the tom-tom

Officials from East Cen-
tral Community College and 
the Town of Decatur partici-
pated in a joint ribbon-cutting 
ceremony May 12 to officially 
dedicate the completion of 
paving, sidewalk and lighting 
projects.

The ceremony was held at 3 
p.m. on the front lawn of the 
college’s Richard C. Ethridge 
Hall.

The projects were made pos-

sible by Surface Transportation 
Program and Transportation 
Alternatives Program grant 
funding provided through the 
Mississippi Department of 
Transportation.

ECCC President Dr. Billy 
Stewart said, “We are grateful 
to our state legislative delega-
tion, Central Transportation 
Commissioner Dick Hall and 
the many others who provided 
assistance in securing these 
grant funds. The improvements 
to our campus and town are 

not only aesthetically pleas-
ing, but most importantly, this 
area is now much safer for our 
students and the community.”

Participating in the program 
were Dr. Stewart; Rep. Randy 
Rushing, House District 78; 
Mayor Pat O’Neill, Town of 
Decatur; Dr. Jimmy Holling-
sworth, ECCC Board of Trust-
ees chair; Commissioner Hall; 
Alderman Mark Buntyn, Town 
of Decatur; and Jerry Smith, 
ECCC Board of Trustees vice 
chair.

EC, Town of  Decatur Dedicate 
Paving, Sidewalk, Lighting Projects

special to the tom-tom

East Central Community Col-
lege will begin offering courses 
in its Electrical Technology pro-
gram at the Louisville Career 
Advancement Center in Fall 
2015.

The for-credit courses, which 
can lead to an Associate of 
Applied Science degree, will be 
offered via video conferencing, 
with a tech facilitator in the 
Louisville Career Advancement 
Center to assist with questions 
and hands-on course work and 
demonstrations.

Courses to be offered in the 
fall include Fundamentals of 
Electricity, AC and DC Circuits 
for Electrical Technology, Resi-
dential and Light Commercial 

Wiring, Blueprint Reading, and 
Electrical Power.

East Central is offering the 
courses thanks to a $2.5 million 
Trade Adjustment Assistance 
Community College and Career 
Training grant, which the col-
lege was awarded last fall to 
provide workforce training op-
portunities in Winston County, 
including in information tech-
nology, healthcare, energy and 
advanced manufacturing.

The college applied for the 
grant in response to the unem-
ployment rate and the number 
of workers displaced due to the 
April 2014 tornado damage.

“We are excited that we can 
help anyone displaced by the 
tornadoes or who needs addi-
tional training and education 

to work towards their degree,” 
said Wayne Eason, director of 
workforce education at ECCC. 
“Graduates will be well pre-
pared for residential or indus-
trial work or private business, 
among other electrical occupa-
tions.”

Eason said that the courses 
will be recorded so students can 
watch at a later time if they 
miss a class. East Central will 
be able to certify some of the 
hands-on course requirements 
of students who are currently 
employed in the electrical field 
through its work-based learn-
ing component.

For more information on the 
Electrical Technology program, 
contact Eason at 601-635-6211 
or weason@eccc.edu.

EC to Offer Electrical Technology 
Courses at its Louisville Center

special to the tom-tom

Initiatives implemented 
as part of East Central Com-
munity College’s 2020 Vision 
strategic planning process have 
resulted in the largest gradu-
ating class in the two-year 
college’s history and dramatic 
one-year increases in the per-
centage of students receiving 
pre-baccalaureate degrees and 
those completing all programs.

ECCC awarded degrees or 
certificates to 568 students 
after the 2014-15 academic 
year, the largest one-year total 
in the college’s 87-year history. 
The college also saw a 62 per-
cent increase over the 2013-14 
academic year in the number of 
students earning the two-year 
pre-baccalaureate Associate of 
Arts or Associate of Science de-
gree, and an overall 36 percent 
one-year increase in students 
completing all programs, 
including pre-baccalaureate 
degrees, technical degrees, and 
certificates. 

The previous largest gradu-
ating class on record was 505 
students in 2007.

ECCC third-year President 
Dr. Billy Stewart said the 
historic numbers are in part a 
result of initiatives developed 
and implemented in fulfillment 
of the college’s ongoing 2020 
Vision strategic plan designed 
to shape and guide the institu-
tion’s future.

“These results over a one-
year period are extremely 
uncommon, in our state or our 
nation,” said Stewart, who 
initiated the strategic planning 
process when he was named 
the college’s eighth president 
in 2012. “The success of our 
students is our top priority 
at East Central Community 
College. The initiatives we’ve 
implemented in fulfillment of 
the Student Success as well as 
Teaching and Learning insti-
tutional commitments of our 
2020 Vision plan are helping 
to ensure that our students 
achieve their full potential, 

complete their degrees, and 
leave our college better pre-
pared to achieve their career 
and life goals.”

East Central Community 
College researched best prac-
tices of two-year and four-
year colleges and universities 
nationwide to develop several 
initiatives aimed at improving 
student success, particularly 
in the area of program comple-
tion. Among those initiatives 
were:

The $40 graduation fee was 
waived beginning with the 
2014-15 academic year as an 
incentive for more students 
to apply for graduation and 
officially complete programs of 
study. 

“Among graduation fees 
nationally, $40 is probably on 
the low end,” Stewart said. 
“But to some of our students, 
it is a lot of money and a factor 
we felt was keeping them from 
graduating with their degree 
or certificate.”

The number of hours needed 
for a two-year associate degree 
was reduced from 62 to 60. 

“It takes 120 hours to get 
a baccalaureate degree, so it 
just made sense for us to lower 
our two-year associate of arts 
and associate of science degree 
requirement to 60 hours. At 15 
hours per semester, our stu-
dents have an opportunity to 
finish their requirements and 
receive their degrees in four se-

mesters, or two years,” Stewart 
explained.

The number of hours needed 
for a full-time course load was 
increased from 12 to 15 hours. 
Students successfully complet-
ing the full load of 15 hours 
over four semesters have an 
opportunity to graduate in two 
years.

The number of hours needed 
for completion in the Associate 
of Applied Science technical de-
gree and the career certificate 
programs was converted to 
allow exit points for students 
at 30 hours, 45 hours, and 60 
hours.

“Our Associate of Applied 
Science and career programs 
are 60-hour programs, but by 
allowing exit points at 30-45-60 
we are able to provide students 
with a stopping point if for 
some reason they need to exit 
their program,” said Stewart. 
“At 30 or 45 or 60 hours, a stu-
dent will receive certification 
that will begin improving their 
career and life until they can 
come back and finish the full 
program at a later date.”

Late registration was re-
duced from one week—or five 
class days—to two days.

“Every day a student reg-
isters late, after classes have 
begun, has a significant cor-
relation with lower grades, not 
completing, or dropping out,” 
Stewart noted. “With only two 
days of late registration, our 

students only miss one Mon-
day-Wednesday-Friday class or 
one Tuesday-Thursday class. 
Correspondingly, the attrition 
rate decreased 6 percent in two 
years.”

Stewart said that research at 
ECCC showed students miss-
ing three or more classes dur-
ing the first week of a semester 
most times resulted in poor 
classroom performance and/or 
withdrawal.

Every full-time faculty 
member at East Central Com-
munity College is now required 
to devote one hour per week 
tutoring students in the Suc-
cess Center.

“Our research indicates that 
about one-third of ECCC stu-
dents use the Success Center 
on a consistent basis, which is 
a tremendous amount consid-
ering we are considered a com-
muter college,” said Stewart. 
“And when they do, more than 
likely they will have a full-time 
faculty member ready to assist 
them.”

The number of Reverse 
Transfers was increased by ag-
gressively pursuing non-grad-

uates at four-year colleges and 
universities and encouraging 
them to transfer credits back to 
ECCC for an associate degree.

In addition to these initia-
tives, ECCC’s chapter of Phi 
Theta Kappa sponsored a “C4 
Week” in November 2014 in 
conjunction with the national 
Phi Theta Kappa organiza-
tion’s Community College 
Completion Corps, or C4, to 
create awareness on cam-
pus about the importance of 
completing a degree. Events 
included an address by Dr. Rod 
Risley, executive director of 
PTK, the international honor 
society for two-year colleges; 
a college fair; an emphasis on 
early advisement and reg-
istration; and a drive to get 
students to sign a pledge to 
complete their degrees at East 
Central Community College.

Stewart said that increasing 
the number of students who 
complete programs and gradu-
ate also is important as the 
state of Mississippi considers 
moving to a performance-based 
funding formula in the future.

“Many states now consider a 
college’s or university’s suc-

cess at graduating students 
when awarding state funding 
instead of enrollment or other 
factors,” said Stewart, who is 
chairing a committee of com-
munity college administrators 
in Mississippi who are looking 
at the impact of such a formula 
for the state. “So it’s impor-
tant that we continually seek 
improvements in our educa-
tional programs and learning 
environments that help our 
students successfully complete 
their programs of study.”

Adopted in February 2013, 
ECCC’s 2020 Vision strategic 
plan includes five institutional 
commitments—Student Suc-
cess, Teaching and Learning, 
Community Partnerships, 
Resource Planning and Devel-
opment, and Communication—
which serve as core functions 
for the college to shape its 
vision and fulfill its mission. 
The plan includes the college’s 
long-term stated desire to be 
nationally recognized and lo-
cally preferred, while meeting 
the educational and training 
needs of its five-county dis-
trict in Mississippi—Leake, 
Neshoba, Newton, Scott, and 
Winston counties.

Stewart said that while he 
is pleased with the historic in-
creases in student completions 
during the 2014-15 academic 
year at East Central Commu-
nity College, it’s just one small 
part of a comprehensive plan 
for ECCC to be recognized as 
one of the finest community 
colleges in the nation.

“2020 Vision guides every 
decision we make as a college, 
whether it is student success or 
community partnerships, and 
we’ve made tremendous prog-
ress in the first two years of this 
plan in fulfillment of all five in-
stitutional commitments,” said 
Stewart. “There is much work 
to be done, and seeing the suc-
cess this past year in creating 
a supportive learning environ-
ment for our students gives us 
that much more momentum as 
we move forward.”

EC Graduates Record Class, Realizes One-Year 62% 
Increase in Pre-Baccalaureate Degree Completions

SPECIAL TO THE TOM-TOM
GRADS: The five students who were on the program at the 2015 
East Central Community College commencement ceremony cel-
ebrate on campus prior to the event.

SPECIAL TO THE TOM-TOM
GRADUATION: Members of the record graduating class at East 
Central Community College after receiving their diplomas.

SPECIAL TO THE TOM-TOM
ECCC, Town of Decatur Dedicate Paving, Sidewalk, Lighting Projects: East Central Community 
College and the Town of Decatur officially dedicated the completion of paving, sidewalk, and lighting 
projects with a joint ribbon-cutting on West Broad Street in front of the campus May 12. Helping cut the 
ribbon are (from left) Decatur Alderman Mark Buntyn, ECCC Board of Trustees Chairman Dr. Jimmy 
Hollingsworth, ECCC President Dr. Billy Stewart, Mississippi Department of Transportation Central 
Transportation Commissioner Dick Hall, Decatur Mayor Pat O’Neill, State Rep. Randy Rushing (District 
78), and ECCC Board of Trustees Vice Chairman Jerry Smith. The projects were made possible by Sur-
face Transportation Program and Transportation Alternatives Program grant funding provided through 
the Mississippi Department of Transportation. 

special to the tom-tom

East Central Community Col-
lege’s Small Business Develop-
ment Center will offer a “How 
to Develop a Business Plan” 
workshop from 5:30 to 7 p.m. 
Tuesday, August 25, at the 
ECCC Workforce Development 
Center.

This free workshop is de-
signed to assist participants 
in preparing a business plan, 
including industry research, 
description of company prod-
ucts and services, identifying 
target customer groups and 
a marketing plan. Financial 
components to be discussed are 
startup costs and preparation of 
a projected cash flow statement.

Ronald Westbrook, director of 
ECCC’s Small Business Devel-
opment Center, will serve as 
facilitator for the class.

For more information or to 
register for the workshop, con-
tact the Small Business Devel-
opment Center at 601-635-6296 
or 601-635-6297. The email 
address is rwestbrook@eccc.edu 
or vthames@eccc.edu.

ECCC to Offer ‘How to Develop a 
Business Plan’ Workshop in Decatur

Reminder: Wear IDs 
at All Times!



Welcome to East Central Com-
munity College. I am Madelon 
Taylor, the 2015-2016 editor of 

The Tom-Tom. 
East Central is such a special place to 

me. I had the BEST year last year. College 
life is everything I thought it would be 
and so much more. I have met some of the 
greatest friends here at EC. 

EC is, in my opinion, the greatest com-
munity college in Mississippi. I love being 
able to know so many people, have teach-
ers who truly care, and be able to have fun 
while succeeding in college. This place has 
so much to offer. 

I would suggest you take advantage of 
opportunities given, get involved, go to 
class, study, and have fun. Make the most 
of the time you have at EC. I know this 
year will be a great one and I can’t wait to see what is in store for 
this year at EC.

 —Madelon Taylor, Editor
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Warrior Viewpoints
from the editor SBA CHAT

If you would like to submit a letter to the editor, 
a question for Dr. Billy Stewart or a guest column, 

please e-mail them to gtaylor@eccc.edu 
or bring them to the lower level 
of Huff Auditorium Room 43.

Get Involved &  
Experience EC Life

Welcome Freshmen
Welcome home! 

We are excited 
to have you 

with us as we begin the 
new school year at East 
Central Community Col-
lege. Whether you are 
returning to campus for 
your sophomore year or 
beginning college as a 
freshman, we are proud 
to have you as part of the 
Warrior family.

I hope you had an 
enjoyable and rewarding 
summer. We have been 
busy on campus while 
you have been away. I 
hope you notice some of 
the changes, but let me 
highlight just a few.

While you were away, 
we officially dedicated 
the improvements to the lighting, paving, and sidewalks in the 
South Campus area that not only greatly improve the look of that 
area, but increase the safety of students living and studying on 
the South Campus. Over the summer, we completely renovated 
two male residence halls—Newsome and Todd—and the Boards 
of Supervisors in the five counties ECCC serves—Leake, Ne-
shoba, Newton, Scott, and Winston—pledged their support to our 
efforts to construct another women’s residence hall to accommo-
date a growing need.

We began exploring opportunities to create more outdoor com-
mon spaces on campus for you to study, meet, and relax. You will 
notice the new deck constructed beside Cross Hall and renovation 
of the existing deck near Mabry Cafeteria, and additional com-
mon spaces are planned. Thanks to various private donations, the 
soccer complex was enclosed with a new fence that improves the 
aesthetics of the field and creates a more favorable place for inter-
collegiate soccer competition. In addition, the archway electronic 
message sign on the main campus will soon be two-sided so that 
messages can be seen by students and visitors entering and leav-
ing the campus, similar to the new digital sign on Highway 15. I 
hope you will take advantage of both message boards for informa-
tion on activities and events at ECCC.

We also have made changes that will improve your academic 
experience at East Central Community College. Among these are 
moving the Success Center to the library to make this important 
resource more accessible and to provide more space. For our new 
students, the Success Center provides academic support through 
tutors, online tutoring, computer-assisted instruction, and access 
to a computer lab. Every EC faculty member provides one hour of 
assistance in the Success Center each week. The eLearning Pro-
gram also has relocated to the former Success Center area in the 
Smith Student Union Building, a larger physical location with 
double the testing capabilities and expanded office and student 
lounge space.

Many other accomplishments have occurred since the 2014-
2015 academic year ended in May in our strategic efforts to be 
recognized as one of the finest community colleges in the nation. 
We learned in June that for the second straight year, students 
who transferred from East Central Community College to public, 
four-year institutions in Mississippi earned the highest cumula-
tive grade point average (GPA) of all community college transfers 
in the state. Thanks to several initiatives implemented as part 
of ECCC’s 2020 Vision strategic planning process, we had the 
largest graduating class in the college’s 87-year history in May, 
including a 62 percent increase over the 2013-14 academic year in 
the number of students earning the two-year pre-baccalaureate 
Associate of Arts or Associate of Science degree, and an overall 36 
percent one-year increase in students completing all programs, 
including pre-baccalaureate degrees, technical degrees, and cer-
tificates. 

The women’s softball and soccer teams were both named the 
No. 1 academic team in the nation and No. 1 in the state of Mis-
sissippi in their respective sports based on overall grade-point 
average. And, 20 of our student-athletes received national and 
state individual honors for academic excellence. On a side note, 
the Warrior softball team finished second in the nation at the 
National Junior College Athletic Association national tournament 
held in Clinton May 13-16. Finally, students representing our Phi 
Beta Lambda business honorary and our SkillsUSA students re-
ceived several recognitions and awards at their national conven-
tions in June, and our Wo-He-Lo yearbook finished third overall 
in the Mississippi Community and Junior College Press Associa-
tion Yearbook Competition.

Part of the total educational experience at ECCC are the many 
opportunities to get involved. Not only will getting involved 
enhance your college experience, but studies show that students 
who are involved are more likely to achieve academic and life suc-
cess. In this first of six issues of The Tom-Tom this school year, 
you will read about several ways to get involved just during the 
first few weeks of school alone, with many more to come through-
out the academic year. I hope you will take advantage of the Wel-
come Back Week activities, including one evening when you have 
a chance to meet me and the rest of the senior administrative 
team; the annual Meet the Warriors night; our first football game 
on August 27 in Bailey Stadium on campus; and the opportuni-
ties to join the various student organizations on campus.

As you can see, it’s a great time to be a student at East Cen-
tral Community College. God has blessed our college in so many 
ways, and I believe that many of you will be eternally changed by 
your experience here. While much has changed, much remains 
the same, especially our commitment to always offer you the 
best total educational experience available, and to do so the “EC 
Way—Excellence with Class.”

—Billy W. Stewart
ECCC President

Campus Gets Multiple 
Renovations/Upgrades

The EC Way

            By Billy W. Stewart, Ph.D.

mAdeLoN tAYLor
Editor

My name is Kaylee Yates, and I 
am the Student Body Associa-
tion (SBA) president. On behalf 

of EC, we would like to welcome you to 
the upcoming school year. Throughout 
the year we have many exciting events 
for all the students. To kick of the 
new semester we start with Welcome 
Back Week. Each night of the week the 
college will host different activities. I 
encourage each student to take part in 
the events. This is a perfect opportuni-
ty for students to become involved and 
meet new people. 

Also to start the school year off 
right, we have Meet the Warriors on 
Aug. 24, which is the school’s first pep 
rally to introduce the different athletic 
organizations.  The night will be filled 
with numerous performances, so come and support the Warriors.  
Later in the semester, the school will be getting ready for Home-
coming Week. This week gives all of EC’s clubs and organizations 
a chance to participate in various events. Homecoming Week is 
one that most students at EC look forward too. 

Throughout the school year, I hope each student has the chance 
to be involved and make new memories to cherish.  Here at EC 
we take pride in all our campus has to offer. During your time 
here I encourage each student to take part in every activity and 
be involved in all that our college has.  EC will the best two years 
of your college career. As an incoming freshman I didn’t believe 
this statement; however, my first year spent at EC I was able to 
make lifelong friendships and be involved in many organizations 
including: Baptist Student Union, Concert Choir, Warrior Corps, 
Phi Theta Kappa, Centralettes, and SBA. I also look forward to 
this new year and new friendships that it will bring. As your SBA 
president, I encourage all of you to step out of your comfort zone 
and try new things. I guarantee you won’t be disappointed with 
the outcome. I know being a part of the EC experience is what 
made my freshman year so incredible.  

“Trust in the Lord with all your heart and seek His will in all 
you do, and He will show you which path to take.”  —Proverbs 
3:5-6 

—Kaylee Yates
SBA President

Welcome to East Central 
Community College.  
We are excited that 

you are here and look forward 
to a great year!

Remember, you are here for 
an education. The number one 
reason for failure in college is 
missing class so please do not 
miss a class.  Don’t miss class 
and you should pass! Cram-
ming the night before a test 
will not work in college so study 
hard in advance.  

Student Services personnel 
are here to assist you. Our mis-
sion is to assist you in attaining 
your goals.  You are the reason we are here so let us know how 
we can help you.  We cannot read minds, so talk to us so that we 
can steer you in the right direction.  We maintain office hours in 
the Student Union Monday through Thursday until 6 p.m.  

Other offices in the Smith Student Union to utilize are the 
Activity Center — available from 8 a.m. until 10 p.m. Monday 
through Thursday and until 2 p.m. on Fridays.  It has areas to 
relax and play games and a fitness center; the new eLearning 
office is available 8 a.m. until 4:30 p.m. as the Success Center 
has moved to the library; and the Student Grill is open for supper 
until 7 p.m. each night.

Please take advantage of the various activities and join a club 
or two as we have more than 35 different student organizations.  
If you have suggestions about improving campus life see the 
director of housing and student activities, Dr. Amanda Walton 
(e-mail awalton@eccc.edu/635-6213).   

If you need anything at all you can reach me at 635-6375 or 
e-mail rlee@eccc.edu.  The Student Services’ offices are located in 
the Eddie M. Smith Student Union.

Sincerely,
Randall E. Lee, Ph.D.

Vice President for Student Services

from Dr. Lee’S DeSk

 dr. Lee
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Welcome to ECCC! As the first day of class approaches, 
here are a few very important survival tips to make your 
college experience GRAND!

Being that you are a freshman, either coming from a big school 
or a small school, everyone gets butterflies before the first day of 
class. Therefore, if this is you, you are not 
alone! As a sophomore now, I think back on 
the first day of class, I was so nervous and 
excited at the same time. Trust me, the 
butterflies and nervousness will fade away; 
actually, by the end of the week most of 
you will have met a new friend, chatted 
with old friends and decided that some 
of the teachers are not that intimidating. 
Please be on time for class, your teacher 
and fellow classmates will appreciate it!

I urge you, when given the chance 
PLEASE get involved with any and ev-
erything that does not conflict with your 
schedule! East Central offers so many 
clubs and activities to get involved in, so 
please get involved. As many of you have 
heard from others, “EC is just the thir-
teenth grade, it was boring.” For those of you who believe that get 
involved and your entire aspect will change! There is not a day 
that goes by where an event is not going on around campus. If 
you spend every hour in your dorm room, you will absolutely hate 
college!

If you live on campus, please respect the commuter and staff 
parking! If you are the rebellious type and completely ignore the 
parking zones, trust me, you will have a ticket under your wiper 
blades. On your decal, there is an uppercase letter before your 
assigned numbers. “C” is for commuter parking zones, “D” is for 
dorm parking zones and there are signs stating where the staff 
parking zones are located. Failure to follow these rules will result 
in a fine or a visit with the Dean. 

These tips and precautions are very important for every fresh-
man and sophomore to follow! If you are nervous, it is normal and 
will go away, get involved or you will suffer the entire time at EC, 
and respect the rules because in the end, you and your parent’s 
pocketbook will appreciate it! 

—Madison Barnett
Opinions Editor

Lets face it, college brings out the best and worst in people. 
Living with your friend can become very trying. Every person 
is different in their own way. Be aware! At some point, you and 
your roommate will not see eye-to-eye. You will have good times 
and bad. After being with each other for a long period of time, it 
may become hard to handle and you may decide to just give up. 
However, I’d like to share a few tips with you to keep in mind 
while having a “froomie” (having your friend as your roommate).
4Learn to laugh at yourself, and laugh with each other
4Know each other — likes and dislikes
4Find things y’all enjoy doing together
4Ask before taking anything (even if you plan to return or 

replace it)
4Give each other space when necessary
4Always compromise between difficulties
4Ask each other before making drastic changes to your room
4Split chores
4Communicate with each other
4Be there for one another

—Madelon Taylor
Editor

oTHer viewS

mAdiSoN BArNett
Opinions Editor

ECCC Do’s & Don’ts

How to be ‘Froomies’
oTHer viewS

YAteS

Take Advantage of  Opportunities
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Faculty Corner
special to the tom-tom

Ed Girling of Carthage was 
recently named interim direc-
tor of bands at East Central 
Community College, an-
nounced ECCC President Dr. 
Billy Stewart.

Girling has 33 years of expe-
rience as a band director and 
percussion instructor and has 
served as assistant band direc-
tor at East Central since 2010.

He previously led high 
school bands at Forest, Scott 
Central, Stringer, Neshoba 
Central, Manchester Academy, 
Cleveland, North Sunflower 
Academy and Yazoo City.

Girling also has experience 

as a clinic and contest judge 
and as a band clinician and 
guest conductor. He is also a 
music arranger and composer 
and has served as a percus-
sionist for various music 
groups.

Girling holds bachelor’s and 
master’s degrees in music 
education from Delta State 
University in Cleveland.

The college’s Wall O’ Sound 
Band performs during football 
games, parades, concerts and 
other campus events through-
out the year. The 2016 band 
is expected to boast more than 
175 students and the halftime 
show is titled “One Hit Won-
ders.”

Girling to Serve as East Central
Interim Director of  Bands

special to the tom-tom

Renee Boggan of Hickory re-
cently joined the faculty at East 
Central Community College 
and will serve as a mathemat-
ics instructor, announced Dr. 
Billy Stewart, college president.

Boggan, who will begin her 
new duties on August 10, 2015, 
has 22 years experience in edu-
cation and previously served as 
mathematics instructor at For-
est High School since 2008. She 

has also served as an adjunct 
instructor for East Central 
Community College since 2008.

In addition, she has held 
positions with Newton County 
Schools, Carver Middle School 
in Meridian, Bonita Education-
al Center in Meridian, Choctaw 
Central Middle School and 
Newton County Academy.

Boggan received her bach-
elor’s and master’s degrees in 
mathematics from the Univer-
sity of Southern Mississippi.

Boggan to Serve as EC Mathematics Instructor

special to the tom-tom

Ken Ethridge of Collinsville 
recently joined the faculty 
at East Central Community 
College and will serve as an 
computer science instructor, 
announced Dr. Billy Stewart, 
college president.

Ethridge, who will begin 
his new duties on August 10, 
2015, previously served as in-
formation technology systems 
manager for East Mississippi 
State Hospital in Meridian.

He also previously held IT 
positions with Sandia National 
Labs in Albuquerque, N.M and 
worked with Air Force ROTC 
at Mississippi State Univer-
sity. He served as a member 
of the United States Air Force 
from 1985 to 2008.

Ethridge received his bach-
elor’s degree in computer sci-
ence from Colorado Technical 
University and completed his 
master’s degree in computer 
science at Mississippi State 
University.

Ethridge Joins EC Staff  as Computer Science Instructor

special to the tom-tom

Teresa Gordon of Madden 
recently joined the faculty at 
East Central Community Col-
lege and will serve as a math-
ematics instructor, announced 
Dr. Billy Stewart, college 
president.

Gordon, who will begin her 
new duties on August 10, 
2015, has 26 years experience 
in education and previously 
served as adjunct mathematics 
instructor for East Central and 
Holmes community colleges.

In addition, she has held 
full-time positions with Se-
bastopol Attendance Center, 
Leake Academy, Choctaw Cen-
tral and Carroll Academy.

Gordon received her bach-
elor’s degree in public admin-
istration-corrections from the 
University of Mississippi and 
a master’s degree in school 
administration from Missis-
sippi State University. She has 
completed additional graduate 
hours in mathematics from 
Converse College in Spartan-
burg, S.C.

Gordon Joins EC Mathematics Faculty

special to the tom-tom

Debra Hutchins of Walnut 
Grove recently joined the East 
Central Community College 
staff as workforce development 
coordinator, announced Dr. 
Billy Stewart, college presi-
dent.

Hutchins, who began her 
new duties on July 1, 2015, 
previously served as a regis-
tered nurse and team leader/

supervisor for Mississippi 
Home Health in Carthage.

Her new duties will include 
expanding non-credit health-
care training options through 
the college’s Workforce Devel-
opment Center. 

Hutchins earned her associ-
ate degree in nursing from 
Meridian Community College 
and completed the bachelor’s 
degree in nursing from Missis-
sippi University for Women.

Hutchins Joins ECCC Workforce Development Staff

special to the tom-tom

Jordan Robinson of Union 
has joined the staff at East 
Central Community College 
and will serve as an electrical 
technology instructor for the 
college’s for-credit training 
program funded through the 
Trade Adjustment Assistance 
Community College Career 
Training (TAACCCT) Grant, 
announced Dr. Billy Stewart, 
college president. 

Robinson, who began his new 

duties June 10, 2015, previ-
ously served as the student 
minister at First Baptist 
Church-Union and also as-
sisted with maintenance needs 
at the church.

He also has experience as an 
electrical technician at ESCO 
Corporation in Newton and as 
an electrical contractor for Dy-
namic Services in Ridgeland.

Robinson earned his associ-
ate of applied science degree in 
electrical technology from East 
Central Community College.

Robinson Joins ECCC Staff

special to the tom-tom

Dr. Justin Sharp of Sebasto-
pol has joined the music faculty 
at East Central Community 
College, announced Dr. Billy 
Stewart, college president. 

Sharp, who begins his new 
duties on August 10, 2015, 
will serve as music/keyboard 
instructor. He previously 
served as an adjunct instructor 
at ECCC, a consultant in the 
development of Early Child-
hood Music Curriculum and as 
a private piano instructor.

His experience also includes 
serving as a teaching assistant 
and assistant instructor at the 
University of Texas at Austin 
and as an instructor at the 
Armstrong Community Music 
School located in Austin.

Sharp received his associate 
degree from East Central Com-
munity College and his bach-
elor’s degree from Mississippi 
College. He earned a master’s 
degree in composition and a 
Doctor of Musical Arts in com-
position from the University of 
Texas at Austin.

Sharp Joins ECCC Music Faculty
CAREER CENTER

The Career Center provides the support 
that ECCC students need to be successful in 
choosing a career path, job and internship 
opportunities, and transferring to a four-
year college or university.

SERVICES
• Career assessments to help students 
   with career choices 
• Assistance with choosing a major or 
   program of study

• University transfer information, 
   and assisting with applications and 
   scholarship opportunities

• Resume writing and interview tips

• Information on area job openings

HOURS
Monday – Thursday
8 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.

Friday
8 a.m. to 4 p.m.

 

LOCATION
2nd floor of the Eddie M. Smith 
Student Union Building in the 

Student Services Offices

CONTACT
Romonica Evans

Career Center Director/Recruiter 
601-635-6300 

GIRLING

HUTCHINS

BOGGAN

SHARP

GORDON

ROBINSON

ETHRIDGE
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Wo-He-Lo Takes Third Place in State Competition
special to the tom-tom

East Central Community 
College was one of 10 Missis-
sippi Community and Junior 
Colleges participating in the 
2014-15 Mississippi Commu-
nity and Junior College Press 
Association Yearbook Competi-
tion. ECCC’s yearbook, Wo-He-
Lo, finished third overall.

The yearbooks are judged 
on seven categories including 
cover, theme, structure, typog-
raphy, design, copy and photog-
raphy. The Wo-He-Lo took the 
top award in the photography 
category; second place in both 
the copy and design categories; 
third place in typography; tied 
for third place in the cover de-
sign and structure categories; 
and fifth place in the theme 
category. 

The yearbook was led by 
editor Emily Cook of Carthage 
and is advised by Publications 

Coordinator Gennie Taylor of 
Forest.

The 2014-15 Wo-He-Lo staff 
members included Cook, Lillie 
Shuler and Anna Girling, both 
of Carthage; Kimberly Harri-
son, Kaitlin Smith, Samantha 
Haralson, Madison Pettigrew, 
Katlyn Patrick, Ephram 
Ringo and Dominick Fields, 
all of Forest; Wil Johnson of 
Morton, DeeJay Rolison of 
Conehatta, Shannon McNeill 
of Sebastopol, Madison Her-
rington of Union, Brooke Smith 
and Madison Barnett, both of 
Noxapater; Hannah May of 
Little Rock, Madelon Taylor 
of Louisville; Allison Johnson 
and Kimberly Watkins, both 
of Philadelphia; Ashley Boze-
man and Kaylee Yates, both of 
Decatur; Matthew Ferguson 
and Anthony Emmons, both of 
Lake; Caleb Stallings, En-
terprise and Rachel Laird of 
Meridian. 

Serving on the Wo-He-Lo edi-
torial board were Cook, editor; 
McNeill, design editor; and as-
sistant editors Smith, Shuler, 
May, Haralson and Taylor.

special to the tom-tom

The East Central Commu-
nity College Workforce De-
velopment Center is offering 
a Certified Nurse Aide (CNA) 
course at the Philadelphia/Ne-
shoba County Career-Technical 
Center this fall.

Registration for the course 
will be held from 8:30 a.m. to 
3 p.m. Aug. 24-26 at the ECCC 
Integrated Technologies Center 

located at 377 Industrial Drive 
in Choctaw.

Classes will begin on Tues-
day, Sept. 8, and will meet at 
3:30 p.m. on Monday, Tuesday, 
and Thursday for six consecu-
tive weeks. Clinicals will also 
be required, with a date and 
time to be announced. The 
course will be taught at the 
Philadelphia/Neshoba County 
Career-Technical Center lo-
cated at 900 Valley View Drive 
in Philadelphia.

The cost of the course is 
$766, which includes every-
thing but a required TB Skin 
Test. A limited number of 
students will be accepted to the 
course. 

To determine if you qualify 
for financial aid, contact your 
local WIN Job Center.

For additional information, 
please contact Debra Hutchins, 
ECCC workforce coordinator, 
at 601-635-6295.

ECCC to Offer Certified Nurse 
Aide Course in Philadelphia

special to the tom-tom

Five East Central Commu-
nity College workforce educa-
tion students received awards 
at the 51st annual SkillsUSA 
National Skill and Leadership 
Conference held June 24-25 in 
Louisville, Ky.

Blake Faulkner of Carthage 
finished fifth in the nation in 
Carpentry, Jay Riser of Forest 
finished seventh in Cabinet 
Making, Asif Zaffar of Phila-
delphia finished 11th in Sheet 
Metal, Chad Simoneau of 
Louin finished 12th in Plumb-
ing, and William Milner of 
Lena finished 16th in Electrical 
Construction Wiring.

More than 6,000 students 
participated in 100 hands-on 
skill and leadership competi-
tions during the two-day event.

“I’m extremely proud of these 
students for their performanc-
es at the national level,” said 
Wayne Eason, director of work-
force development at ECCC. 
“They demonstrated that their 
ECCC education had prepared 
them to compete head to head 
against the finest students 
from across the nation.”

The East Central students 
advanced to the national 
competition after finishing in 
first place in their respective 
categories at the Mississippi 
SkillsUSA State Competition 
held in Jackson this spring.

SkillsUSA is a partnership of 

students, teachers and indus-
try representatives working 
together to ensure America has 
a skilled workforce. The Skill-
sUSA Championships is the 
showcase for the best career 
and technical students in the 
nation.

EC Students Win Awards at National Competition

SPECIAL TO THE TOm-TOm
Award Winners: East Central Community College students compet-
ing in the 2015 Skills USA Championships in Louisville, Ky., were 
(from left) William Milner of Lena, Chad Simoneau of Louin, Blake 
Faulkner of Carthage, Asif Zaffar of Philadelphia, and Jay Riser of 
Forest.

By madelon taylor
Editor

East Central Community College’s Phi Beta 
Lambda attended National Competition held in 
Chicago this summer, June 23-28. To be eligible 
for nationals the competitor must place first or 
second place in state. 

ECCC’s PBL chapter had 14 out of 16 students 
move on to national competition in their com-
petitive events. After many hours of practicing, 
perfecting and preparation chapter members and 
advisors were ready to get on board the plane for 
a trip to remember to the “Windy City.” 

Phi Beta Lambda members had a great time 
while in Chicago, as they had free time to en-
joy a nice vacation, while also competing at the 
national level. This was a trip of “firsts” for many 
students. First time to leave Mississippi, first 
time to fly, ride a subway, ride in a taxi, attend a 
major league baseball game, but the most impor-
tant-—the first time to stand on a national stage 
and be recognized as Top 10 in the nation. 

Teams and individuals competed in prelimi-
nary and final rounds, against top universities 
and community colleges in the nation. Out of the 
14 students in attendance, nine of those students 
received national recognition. 

We were also very pleased with the national 
recognition given to our college for our chapter’s 
achievement as a whole, PBL Advisor Christy 
Ferguson said. 

“EC was well represented at NLC. Members 

were recognized on the first night and that set 
the trend for the rest of the conference. I am so 
pleased with our members and the hard work 
they put in to their competitive events,” said 
Ferguson.

The friendships shared and memories made 
will forever be sealed in our hearts, said Zach Al-
len, Top 10 finalist. 

“It was an amazing feeling having mine and 
Madelon’s name called to go on stage and receive 
a trophy for Top 10 in the nation. It is an experi-
ence I will never forget,” Allen said. 

NatioNal awards received:
4Mississippi PBL President: Caleb Brown
4Mississippi Who’s Who: Virginia Easley
42nd in the nation for raising funds for the 
     March of Dimes
41st in the Southern Region in membership.
43rd in the nation in membership.
4Community Service: 7th (Madelon Taylor 
     and Zach Allen)
4Social Media Challenge: 7th (Caleb Brown, 
     Katie Hillman, CrisAnn Bryan)
4Cybersecurity: 8th (Mark Hale)
4Integrated Marketing Campaign: 10th 
     (Virginia Easley, Ben Pace, and Layne 
     Lepard)
4Small Businesss Plan: 14th (Bryan Burton, 
     Leah Ferguson, Kimberly Watkins)
4Nationally Recognized as a Gold Seal 
     Chapter, 7-Up Chapter, and Super Sweeps 

Chapter

ECCC Phi Beta Lambda Receives National Honors

special to the tom-tom

Several East Central Community 
College student-athletes and two 
sports teams have received state and 
national recognition for academic 
performance during the 2014-15 aca-
demic year.

In all, 20 student-athletes were 
recognized by the National Junior 
College Athletic Association or the 
Mississippi Association of Community 
and Junior Colleges, or by both orga-
nizations.

On the national level, the NJCAA 
presents awards in three categories: 
NJCAA Pinnacle Award for Academic 
Excellence (for those achieving a per-

fect 4.0 grade-point average); NJCAA 
Award for Superior Academic Achieve-
ment (3.79 to 3.99 GPA); and NJCAA 
Award for Exemplary Academic 
Achievement (3.6 to 3.79 GPA).

Receiving the NJCAA Pinnacle 
Award for Academic Excellence was 
Anna Katherine Nowell (softball) of 
Philadelphia.

Receiving the NJCAA Award for 
Superior Academic Achievement were 
Karoline Holsonback (softball) of 
Kennedy, Ala., Joseph Patrick (men’s 
tennis) of Morton, and Alana Walker 
(women’s soccer) of Pascagoula.

Receiving the NJCAA Award for Ex-
emplary Academic Achievement were 
Ashlan Culberson (women’s soccer) of 

Brandon, Kristine Jenkins (women’s 
tennis) of Forest, Nicklas McNair 
(men’s soccer) of Philadelphia, Wil-
liam Myers (baseball) of Philadelphia, 
Hannah Peoples (women’s tennis) of 
Carthage, Dalton Smith (men’s soccer) 
of Florence, Mallory Turner (softball) 
of Collinsville, and Chance Whitten 
(baseball) of Batesville.

Academic honors presented to 
student-athletes on the state level in-
clude MACJC Distinguished Academic 
All-State (those earning a 3.8 to 4.0 
GPA) and MACJC Academic All-State 
(3.25 to 3.79 GPA).

East Central Community College 
student-athletes receiving MACJC 
Distinguished Academic All-State 

were Karoline Holsonback, Anna 
Katherine Nowell, Joseph Patrick, 
and Alana Walker.

Receiving MACJC Academic All-
State were Eliud Alvarez (men’s 
soccer) of Forest, Addie Ambrosier 
(women’s soccer) of Magee, Jerry Byrd 
(men’s soccer) of Biloxi, Tyler Cook 
(men’s soccer) of Saucier, Ashlan 
Culberson, Kristine Jenkins, Dylan 
Little (baseball) of Semmes, Ala., Kyle 
McCullouch (baseball) of Madison, 
Nicklas McNair, William Myers, Han-
nah Peoples, Dalton Smith, Mackenz 
Smith (women’s tennis) of Philadel-
phia, Tashiana Thompson (women’s 
basketball) of Lithonia, Ga., Mallory 
Turner, and Chance Whitten.

In addition to the individual awards, 
two of the college’s sports teams were 
both named the best in the state and 
the nation for academic performance 
for 2014-15.  

The East Central women’s soccer 
program was named both the NJCAA 
and MACJC Women’s Soccer Aca-
demic Team of the Year for compiling 
an overall 3.53 grade-point average. 
It was the fourth such honor since the 
program began in 2005. The ECCC 
women’s softball program also was 
named both the NJCAA and MACJC 
Women’s Softball Academic Team of 
the Year for compiling an overall 3.63 
grade-point average this past aca-
demic year.

ECCC student-athletes, teams receive state, 
national recognition for academic performance

claimed the national title.
ECCC fought its way to the championship 

game by defeating Des Moines 12-7 in a rematch 
Saturday morning before beating Johnson 
County Community College out of Kansas 6-2 
on Saturday afternoon in the final elimination 
game.

The win over Johnson County put the Lady 
Diamond Warriors in the championship against 
Kankakee, needing to beat the Cavaliers twice.

Against Johnson County, Maegen Ellis, a 
product of Oak Hill Academy in West Point, hit 
a grand slam in the top of the seventh inning to 
break a 2-2 tie and give the Lady Diamond War-
riors the 6-2 victory.

In the win over Des Moines in the first game 
on Saturday, the lead changed hands six times. 
With the score tied 7-7 going into the top of the 
eighth, East Central scored five times to take 
the 12-7 win, powered by a grand slam off the 
bat of Duke.

ECCC opened tournament play Wednes-
day, May 13, with a 3-2 win over No. 12 seed 
Macomb Community College out of Michigan, 

followed by the 16-2 loss to No. 4 seed Des 
Moines and a 7-0 win over No. 14 seed Mercy-
hurst North East of Pennsylvania on Thursday. 
On Friday, the Lady Diamond Warriors got a 
dramatic 2-1 bottom of the eighth inning win 
over No. 1 tournament seed and No. 4 ranked 
Phoenix College out of Arizona, followed by a 
3-2 victory over No. 7 seed Lincoln Land Com-
munity College out of Illinois to advance to play 
Saturday.

Lady Diamond Warrior outfielder Duke won 
the Marucci Elite Hitter Award as the tour-
nament’s top batter. First baseman Mahalia 
Gibson of Oak Grove High School, second base-
man Mallory Turner of West Lauderdale High 
School, and pitcher Lacey Hill of Kilbourne (La.) 
High School were named to the All-Tournament 
Team.

Duke had 10 hits in the eight games, includ-
ing a home run, a triple, and two doubles. 
She knocked in 10 runs. Gibson had nine hits, 
including four doubles and a home run and six 
RBIs. Turner had 10 hits and two RBIs. Hill 
pitched 43.1 innings over seven games, winning 
four and losing one with two no-decisions. She 
struck out 36 batters.

The tournament was played May 13-16 at 
Traceway Park in Clinton. 

SUBmITTED PHOTO
Top Honors: ECCC Phi Beta Lambda members following the awards ceremony during national com-
petition included, front row from left, Leah Ferguson, Kimberly Watkins, Layne Lepard, Madelon Taylor, 
CrisAnn Bryan, Katie Hillman and Virginia Easley; second row from left, Zach Allen, Ben Page, Caleb 
Brown, Michael Elizondo and Austin Savell; and back row from left, Laura Sullivan, Thomas Fortenberry 
and Christy Ferguson, sponsors; and Mark Hale.

soFtBall
From Page 1

we want Your News!
email News & Photos to be published in student Publications to gtaylor@eccc.edu
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SPECIAL TO THE TOM-TOM

Four East Central Community College Lady 
Diamond Warrior softball players received 
awards at the conclusion of the 2015 National 
Junior College Athletic Association Division 
II Softball National Championship played 
May 13-16 at Traceway Park in Clinton.

ECCC advanced to the championship game 
of the 16-team tournament before fi nishing 
second in the nation. It was the highest-ever 
fi nish for the college’s softball program.

The Lady Diamond Warriors ended their 
record-breaking season with a 48-14 record. 

Lady Diamond Warrior outfi elder Katlyn 
Duke, a product of Neshoba Central High 
School, won the Marucci Elite Hitter Award 
as the tournament’s top batter. She had 10 
hits in the eight games, including a home 
run, a triple, and two doubles. She knocked in 
10 runs. 

First baseman Mahalia Gibson of Oak 
Grove High School, second baseman Mallory 
Turner of West Lauderdale High School, and 
pitcher Lacey Hill of Kilbourne (La.) High 
School were named to the All-Tournament 
Team.

Gibson had nine hits, including four dou-
bles and a home run and six RBIs. Turner 
had 10 hits and two RBIs. Hill pitched 43.1 
innings over seven games, winning four and 
losing one with two no-decisions. She struck 
out 36 batters. 

Four EC Softball Players Win Awards at National Championship

20152015201520152015201520152015201520152015201520152015201520152015
EAST CENTRAL COMMUNITY COLLEGE

SOCCER

2015201520152015201520152015201520152015201520152015201520152015201520152015201520152015201520152015201520152015201520152015201520152015201520152015201520152015201520152015201520152015201520152015201520152015201520152015201520152015201520152015201520152015201520152015
August 18 MS Valley State Itta Benna 4 p.m.   W

August 21 Meridian Meridian 1/3 p.m.

August 25 Co-Lin Wesson 6:30 p.m. M

August 27 Southwest Decatur 1/3 p.m.

August 28 Andrew (GA) Decatur 3 p.m. M

September 1 MS Gulf Coast Perkinston 5/7 p.m.

September 4 Hinds * Raymond 5/7 p.m.

September 9 Northwest * Decatur 3/5 p.m.

September 11 Itawamba * Decatur 4/6 p.m.

September 15 Holmes * Ridgeland 2/4 p.m.

September 19 MS College (JV) Clinton 3:30 p.m.  W

September 25 Southwest Summit 2/4 p.m.

September 29 Co-Lin Decatur 4 p.m. M

September 30 Pearl River Poplarville 5/7 p.m.

October 2 Jones Decatur 2/4 p.m.

October 3 Jacksonville (TX) Perkinston 2 p.m.   W

October 6 Hinds * Decatur 4/6 p.m.

October 9 Northwest * Senatobia 1/3 p.m.

October 14 Itawamba * Fulton 2/4 p.m.

October 16 Holmes * Decatur 3/5 p.m.

October 23 Pearl River Decatur 2/4 p.m.
* Division Opponent

SPECIAL TO THE TOM-TOM
National Honors: East Central Community College softball players receiving awards at the conclusion of the 2015 National Junior College Athletic Association 
Division II Softball National Championship were (from left) Katlyn Duke, Marucci Elite Hitter Award, and Mallory Turner, Lacey Hill, and Mahalia Gibson, All-
Tournament Team.

SPECIAL TO THE TOM-TOM

East Central Community College and University of Southern 
Mississippi softball coaches are teaming up to offer both skills 
and pitching camps on the Decatur campus this fall.

An All Skills Camp will be held Sept. 14, 21, and 28 from 6:30 
to 8:30 p.m. each night. The cost is $150 per player.

A Pitching Camp will be held Oct. 5 from 6:30 to 8:30 p.m. The 
cost is $50 per player.

Another All Skills Camps is slated for Nov. 2, 16, and 30 from 
6:30 to 8:30 p.m. The cost is $150 per player.

Leading the camps will be  ECCC Head Softball Coach Kristin 
Chaney, ECCC Assistant Softball Coach Courtney Nunn, and 
Coy Adkins, the pitching and hitting coach for the University of 
Southern Mississippi.

To register, contact Coach Chaney at 601-635-6301 or 
kchaney@eccc.edu or Coach Nunn at 601-635-6416.

ECCC to Offer Fall 
Softball Skills and 
Pitching Camps
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20152015201520152015201520152015201520152015201520152015201520152015Aug. 27
MS Delta
Decatur
6:30 p.m.

Sept. 3
Coahoma
Decatur
6:30 p.m. 201520152015201520152015201520152015201520152015201520152015201520152015201520152015201520152015201520152015Sept. 10

MS Gulf Coast
Perkinston

7 p.m.201520152015Sept. 17
Holmes

Grenada HS
7 p.m.201520152015Sept. 24

Co-Lin
Decatur
6:30 p.m.

Oct. 1
Hinds

Decatur
6:30 p.m.201520152015Oct. 10

Jones 
Ellisville
2 p.m.20152015 Oct. 17

Southwest (HC)
Decatur
2:30 p.m.

Oct. 22
Pearl River
Poplarville

7 p.m.20152015201520152015201520152015201520152015201520152015Decatur Decatur 2015201520152015201520152015201520152015201520152015201520152015Perkinston2015Perkinston20152015Perkinston20152015Grenada HS20152015Grenada HS20152015Decatur20152015Decatur20152015Decatur2015EllisvilleEllisville2015Ellisville20152015Ellisville2015 Decatur Poplarville20152015201520152015201520152015201520152015201520152015Decatur
6:30 p.m.

Decatur
6:30 p.m. 201520152015201520152015201520152015201520152015201520152015201520152015Perkinston2015Perkinston20152015Perkinston20157 p.m.7 p.m.20157 p.m.201520157 p.m.20152015Grenada HS20152015Grenada HS20152015Grenada HS201520157 p.m.201520157 p.m.201520157 p.m.20152015Decatur20152015Decatur201520156:30 p.m.201520156:30 p.m.201520156:30 p.m.20152015Decatur201520156:30 p.m.201520156:30 p.m.201520156:30 p.m.2015EllisvilleEllisville2015Ellisville20152015Ellisville20152 p.m.2 p.m.20152 p.m.201520152 p.m.2015 Decatur

2:30 p.m.
Poplarville

7 p.m.

FOOTBALL

EAST CENTRAL COMMUNITY COLLEGE

August 14 • East Central vs Hinds • Decatur • 5:30 p.m. • (Scrimmage)

Warrior Football Ready for Breakout Season in 2015
SPECIAL TO THE TOM-TOM

After two years of laying the 
foundation for a successful football 
program, East Central Community 
College Head Coach Ken Karcher is 
optimistic his Warriors will be in a 
position to win more games in the 
2015 season as preseason practices 
got underway Aug. 5.

Karcher, who took over as ECCC’s 
head coach prior to the 2013 season, 
led the Warriors to a 1-8 record that 
fi rst fall, while improving to 3-6 last 
season in the toughest junior college 
football league in the nation.

He says the foundation that was 
started in 2013 is starting to take 
hold as the Warriors enter the new 
campaign.

“That fi rst year we were not in a 
position to be competitive with most 
teams and we weren’t sure we could 
win a game,” Karcher said. “Last year 
we made more strides that I thought 
we would. We had some games we 
were in and could have won if we had 
taken advantage of the opportuni-
ties. I felt we ended up record-wise 
about where we should have when 
we started, but the disappointment 
was that we could have probably won 
three more games.”

Karcher, a former NFL quarterback 
in his 25th year of coaching, said the 
disappointment of not winning more 
games in 2014 brings enthusiasm 
and optimism for the 2015 squad.

“The disappointment of not fi nish-
ing some games last year has given 
us great encouragement that we are 
ahead in our foundation building,” 
he said. “Heading into this year we 
are very optimistic. Our coaches have 
done a great job recruiting, and I look 
for us to be more competitive with 
more teams. What that will mean 
on the scoreboard, I don’t know, but 
I think we’ll be in a position to win 
more games this year.”

Karcher welcomed 72 players com-
peting for 55 roster and 10 practice 
squad spots when the team reported 
for fall practice. After three days of 
no-contact practices, the Warriors 
began alternating two-a-day practices 
with single practice days leading 
up to an Aug. 15 scrimmage before 
beginning preparation on the season 
opener. The Warriors begin the 2015 
campaign hosting Mississippi Delta 
in Bailey Stadium at 6:30 p.m. on 
Thursday, Aug. 27. 

The strength of the Warriors again 
this season will be on the defensive 
side of the football, which Karcher 
believes has improved the most since 

his fi rst season. East Central allowed 
an average of 22 points a game last 
season, after giving up more than 40 
points per game in 2013. 

Expectations are high for the sec-
ondary, where three starters return, 
including safety Austin Balthazor of 
Seminary High School in Collins, and 
cornerbacks Jaylon Lofton of For-
est High School and Trey Sloan out 
of Oak Grove High School in Hat-
tiesburg. Balthazor led the team in 
tackles with 65, while Lofton picked 
off two passes last season. Also re-
turning is Devontae Wilson, a prod-
uct of Warren Central High School in 
Vicksburg, who logged a considerable 
amount of playing time in the defen-
sive backfi eld in 2014.

Anchoring the defensive front will 
be Jadarius Ceasar, a 6-5, 225-pound 
defensive end from Paul W. Bry-
ant High School in Tuscaloosa, Ala. 
Ceasar was second on the team in 
2014 with 61 tackles, including four 
sacks. Freshmen Rosheem Collins, a 
6-1, 320-pound defensive tackle out of 
Ware County High School in Way-
cross, Ga., and Courtney Stamper, 
a 6-5, 262-pound defensive end from 
Red Bank High School in Chatta-
nooga, Tenn., will be counted on to 
contribute early.

“I think we’ll be very good up front 
and we’ll have a strong second-
ary,” said Karcher. “Those are the 
strengths of our defense, which we 
expect to be the core of the team.”  

Offensively, the key will be getting 
consistent and productive play out of 
the quarterback position.

“We struggled our fi rst two years 
with inconsistent play at quarter-
back,” said Karcher, who also serves 
as East Central’s offensive coordina-
tor. “That position is going to have to 
be very consistent and very produc-
tive for us. I’m encouraged by what 
I’m seeing, but that is critical for our 
football team.”

While Karcher is not ready to name 
a starter, Jesse Hosket, a product 
of French Camp High School and 
transfer from Itawamba Community 
College, was the leader going into 
fall practice. The 6-4, 215-pound 
signal caller is being challenged for 
the starting slot by Trey Willis of 
Forest Hill High School in Jackson, 
who played in eight games for the 
Warriors last season, and Vonnie 
Howard, who transferred from Pearl 
River Community College after play-
ing high school football at Murrah 
High School in Jackson.

“Jesse Hosket is leading this group 
at the moment, but I’m still not ready 

to name a starter,” said Karcher. “He 
has taken charge and said, ‘I want 
to be the leader of this offense.’ Trey 
continues to improve as well.”

Sophomore running back SaVon 
Robinson of Raymond High School 
in Crystal Springs will try to fi ll the 
gap left by the departing Lamarcus 
Franks, who led the Warriors in 
rushing last fall. 

“I feel good about our running 
backs,” said Karcher. “Savon Robin-
son is a young man who has ability, 
and we signed three other players 
who we think can really play, so we 
are excited to see what they can do.”

Kabion Ento returns to lead the 
Warrior receiving corp. The product 
of Dollarway High School in Pine 
Bluff, Ark., caught 21 passes last 
year for 278 yards and two touch-
downs. Several newcomers also are 
expected to contribute.

“Wide receiver will probably be our 
most skilled area this fall,” noted 
Karcher.

With three starters returning on 
the offensive line and two other 
returning linemen with extensive 
playing time, East Central is looking 
to be much improved on the offensive 
side of the ball entering the 2015 
season.

“Offensively, we have an experi-
enced group and our skill level has 
increased,” Karcher explained. “If we 

can get the production we want and 
need at quarterback, I think we can 
be very good on offense.”

Karcher also expects marked im-
provement in the kicking game this 
year. Sophomore Aaron Garrett from 
Meridian High School and freshman 
Zach Claycomb from Hartfi eld Acad-
emy in Flowood are competing for the 
kicking and punting duties.  

“Both young men have real strong 
legs and I’m very pleased with both 
of them,” said Karcher. “I feel like 
we have two kickers who are going to 
strengthen us in two areas where we 
struggled last year.”

The kick return game also should 
be solid and improved over a year 
ago, Karcher noted.

“We are growing into what we want 
to be as a football program,” Karcher 
said. “I’m excited and optimistic that 
we will improve. How much? We just 
won’t know until we get into pads 
and into the games. We have enough 
talent to compete with everyone on 
our schedule.

“Our coaches have done a very good 
and thorough job of evaluating talent. 
Some young men who may have been 
overlooked by others, our coaches are 
fi nding. Our goal each year is to fi nd 
a player that’s better than what we 
currently have. Time will tell, but I 
feel like that’s happening.”

There is one addition to Karcher’s 

coaching staff this season. Taylors-
ville native Derek Welch is serving as 
assistant defensive backs coach after 
joining the staff in February. He pre-
viously served in the same position 
at Northwestern State University 
in Natchitoches, La. Welch played 
his college football at Jones County 
Junior College and the University of 
Tennessee-Martin.

Returning coaches include Scott 
Brock, defensive coordinator and 
linebackers coach; Mickey Mays, de-
fensive line coach and special teams 
coordinator; Charles Jones, defen-
sive backs coach and head strength 
coach; Dennis Alexander, offensive 
line coach; Ben Cooper, tight ends 
and running backs coach; and Tylan 
Martin, wide receivers coach. 

East Central’s schedule features 
fi ve home games on the synthetic turf 
of Bailey Stadium in Decatur, includ-
ing the opening game Aug. 27. The 
Warriors also play at home Thurs-
day, Sept. 3, against Coahoma at 6:30 
p.m., Thursday, Sept. 24, vs. Copiah-
Lincoln at 6:30 p.m., Thursday, Oct. 
1, vs. Hinds at 6:30 p.m., and Satur-
day, Oct. 17, against Southwest at 
2:30 p.m. in the annual Homecoming 
game.

The Warriors will travel to Gulf 
Coast on Sept. 10, Holmes on Sept. 
17, Jones on Oct. 10 and Pearl River 
on Oct. 22.

SPECIAL TO THE TOM-TOM
PRESEASON TRAINING: ECCC Head Football Coach Ken Karcher, who also serves as offensive coordinator, works with 
quarterbacks (from left) Trey Willis, Jesse Hosket, and Vonnie Howard during preseason practice.
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special to the tom-tom

Joseph Anthony “Jay” Pacel-
li, the head tennis professional 
at the YMCA-Reservoir and at 
Castlewoods Country Club in 
Brandon since 2011, is the new 
head men’s and women’s tennis 
coach at East Central Commu-
nity College.

Pacelli will assume his duties 
at ECCC in July. He replaces 
Dianne O’Neill, who retired 
this spring after eight years as 
adjunct tennis coach for both 
programs.

“Student success remains a 
top priority of the administra-
tion and Board of Trustees at 
East Central Community Col-
lege,” said ECCC President Dr. 
Billy Stewart in announcing 
Pacelli’s hiring. “Mr. Pacelli is 
a proven winner as a coach on 
the NCAA Division I, Division 
II, Division III and community 
college levels, and comes highly 
recommended to us as an 
outstanding coach, recruiter, 
and individual who works well 
with students. He also has 
extensive knowledge of ten-
nis in the central Mississippi 
area. I am confident that he 
will serve ECCC, our students, 

and our student-athletes well. 
He is committed to doing all he 
can to see our vision of student 
success become a reality in 
the men’s and women’s tennis 
programs, the EC Way – Excel-
lence With Class.”

Pacelli is a native of New 
Jersey, where he was a region-
ally ranked junior player. He 
received a bachelor’s degree in 
the social sciences from Mora-
vian College in Bethlehem, Pa., 
and a master’s degree in sport 
psychology from the Univer-
sity of Northern Iowa in Cedar 
Falls.

While a student at Moravian, 
he lettered four seasons as a 
tennis player, splitting time at 
No. 1-3 singles and served as 
team captain his senior year.

Pacelli’s first coaching expe-
rience came as a graduate as-
sistant coach at the University 
of Northern Iowa in 1996-97 
while working on his master’s 
degree. In 2000, after work-
ing toward a Ph.D. in sport 
psychology, Pacelli decided 
to return to coaching, taking 
the women’s head coaching 
position part-time at Olivet 
College, an NCAA Division III 
program, in Olivet, Mich.

After a brief stint with 
Olivet, Pacelli became the 
head men’s and women’s ten-
nis coach at Pratt Community 
College in Pratt, Kan., where 
he guided the men’s program 
to a No. 26 national ranking 
among community colleges and 
coached two players to Top 20 
national rankings.

Pacelli also has served as 
head women’s tennis coach at 
former Gulf South Conference 
member and NCAA Division 
II Mississippi University for 
Women in Columbus, where 

his team improved by six vic-
tories from his first to second 
season; head women’s ten-
nis coach at NCAA Division 
I Southeast Missouri State 
University in Cape Girardeau, 
where his 2006 team had the 
best single season winning 
percentage since 1997 and 
most single season victories 
since 1993; and head men’s and 
women’s tennis coach at NCAA 
Division III Millsaps College in 
Jackson, where he led the 2010 
men’s team to 12 victories, 
the most overall at the time in 
Southern Collegiate Athletic 
Conference history.

He also has served as the 
tennis director and head tennis 
professional for the Courthouse 
Racquet and Fitness Center in 
Byram.

“I look forward to develop-
ing a championship program 
at ECCC with many terrific 
young men and women who 
will find success both on and 
off the court,” Pacelli said.

Pacelli and his wife, Katy, 
are the parents of one son, 
James. Katy Pacelli is the exec-
utive director of the Kelly Gene 
Cook Sr. Charitable Founda-
tion in Jackson.

EC Names Pacelli as New Tennis Coach

Presented ECCC Men’s Tennis Awards: These members of the 
2015 East Central Community College men’s tennis team received 
honors at the annual Spring Sports Awards Banquet held recently. 
Award winners and their respective high schools include (from 
left) Juan Miranda of Morton, Most Valuable Player; Devin Skin-
ner of Neshoba Central, Scholar Athlete Award and Team Captain; 
Robert Strong of Forest, Warrior Award; and Cole Duty of Winston 
Academy, Team Captain. ECCC Vice President for Instruction Dr. 
Teresa Houston and Adjunct Tennis Coach Dianne O’Neill presented 
awards. 

special to the tom-tom

Presented ECCC Women’s Basketball Awards: Lady Warrior 
basketball players who received honors at East Central Community 
College’s annual Spring Sports Awards Banquet and their respective 
high schools include (seated from left) Tashi-Ana Thompson Miller 
Grove High School in Lithonia, Ga., Scholar Athlete Award and Most 
Valuable Offensive Player; Tynika Bender of Newton High School, 
Hustle Award and Most Valuable Defensive Player; Kalybriah Haskin 
of Olympian High School in San Diego, Most Improved Player; and 
(standing from left) Shakerya Morrison of East Wake High School in 
Wendell, N.C., Co-Most Valuable Player; Samantha Duncan, Oak 
Grove High School in Hattiesburg, Warrior Award; and Jaleshia 
Jones of Wayne County High School in Waynesboro, Co-Most Valu-
able Player. ECCC Vice President for Instruction Dr. Teresa Houston 
and Lady Warrior Head Coach Crandal Porter presented awards.  

special to the tom-tom
Presented ECCC Women’s Tennis Awards: These members of 
the 2015 East Central Community College women’s tennis team 
received honors at the annual Spring Sports Awards Banquet held 
recently. Award winners and their respective high schools include 
(from left) Shannon St. Claire of Newton Co., Warrior Award; Brooke 
Payne of Union, Scholar Athlete Award; Macken’z Smith of Newton 
Co., Most Valuable Player; and Hanna Peoples of Leake Academy, 
Most Valuable Player and Team Captain. ECCC Vice President for 
Instruction Dr. Teresa Houston and Adjunct Tennis coach Dianne 
O’Neill presented awards. 

special to the tom-tom

Receive ECCC Baseball 
Awards: These East Central 
Community College baseball 
players received honors at the 
annual Spring Sports Awards 
Banquet. Seated from left are 
Dylan Snipes of State Line, Most 
Improved Player; Ben Cooley 
of Hattiesburg, Most Valuable 
Defensive Player; and Rea-
gan Warren of Most Improved 
Player; and (standing from left) 
Will Myers of Philadelphia, Most 
Valuable Pitcher; Chance Whit-
ten of Batesville, Scholar Athlete 
Award; and Cody Daigle of Ad-
dis, La., Most Valuable Player. 
ECCC Vice President for Instruc-
tion Dr. Teresa Houston and Dia-
mond Warrior Head Coach Neal 
Holliman presented awards.  

special to the tom-tom

Receive ECCC Cheerleader Awards: Recipients of cheerleader 
awards recently presented at East Central Community College’s 
Spring Sports Awards Banquet and their respective hometowns 
include (from left) Alana Kron of Newton County, Coach’s Award; 
Keri Ann Mayfield of Union, Scholar Athlete; Mak Rowzee of Newton 
County, Scholar Athlete Award; and Hunter Brown of Leake Acad-
emy, Spirit Award. ECCC Vice President for Instruction Dr. Teresa 
Houston and cheer coach Pauline Karcher presented honors during 
the annual Spring Sports Awards Banquet held recently.    

special to the tom-tom

Receive ECCC Men’s Basket-
ball Awards: These members of 
the 2014-15 East Central Com-
munity College men’s basketball 
team received honors at the 
annual Spring Sports Awards 
Banquet held recently. Award 
winners and their respective 
high schools include (seated 
from left) Ramone Tate of Bay 
St. Louis, Scholar Athlete Award; 
Ravion Henry of Carthage, War-
rior Award; and Isaiah Traylor of 
Tupelo, Most Improved Player; 
and (standing from left) Prince 
McDaniel of Pascagoula, Most 
Valuable Offensive Player; 
Randy Phillips of Jackson, 
Hustle Award; Kristian Clark of 
Ocean Springs, Most Valuable 
Defensive Player; and Quinton 
Campbell of Mobile, Ala., Most 
Valuable Player Award. ECCC 
Vice President for Instruction 
Dr. Teresa Houston and Warrior 
Head Coach Robert Thompson 
presented awards.  

special to the tom-tom

PACELLI
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special to the tom-tom

East Central Community 
College pitcher Will Myers of 
Philadelphia was named first 
team Mississippi Association 
of Community and Junior Col-
leges All-State for his play this 
season.

Myers was 4-2 on the mound 
for the Diamond Warriors, 
with a 3.0 earned run average. 
He struck out 72 batters in 67 
innings of work.

The lefthander who prepped 
at Leake Academy was named 
the MACJC Pitcher of the 
Week for April 27 to May 3. 
He was 2-0 during that week, 
including a no-hitter against 
Jones County Junior College. 
Myers will play for the Univer-
sity of Alabama in Huntsville 
next season.

Named second team MACJC 
All-State were sophomore 
outfielder Ben Cooley of Hat-
tiesburg, sophomore infielder 
Cody Daigle of Addis, La., 
freshman catcher Michael 
Davis of Clinton, sophomore 
pitcher/catcher Lane Fazende 
of Carriere, and sophomore in-
fielder Dylan Little of Semmes, 
Ala.

Cooley, a product of South 
Jones High School, hit .331 for 
the Warriors this season, with 
23 RBIs. He was errorless in 
the field on 92 attempts. He 
will continue his baseball ca-
reer at the University of North 
Alabama.

Daigle, a product of 
Parkview Baptist High School, 
hit .356 for ECCC with a team 

leading 34 RBIs, 17 doubles, 
and six home runs. He will 
play for Louisiana Tech next 
season.

Davis, a product of Clinton 
High School, hit .323 with 20 
RBIs. He had only four errors 
in 276 attempts.

Fazende, a product of Pearl 
River Central High School, hit 
.442 in 43 at bats with nine 
RBIs. He also was 2-1 on the 
mound with a 2.6 ERA and 23 
strikeouts in 32 innings. He 
will continue his career at Wil-
liam Carey.

Little, a product of Mary 
G. Montgomery High School, 
hit .348 with 25 RBIs and a 
team-leading 47 singles. He 
will continue his career at the 
University of West Alabama.

Receiving team awards 
were: Daigle, most valuable 
player; Myers, most valuable 
pitcher; Cooley, most valu-
able defensive player; fresh-
man infielder Dylan Snypes of 
State Line and Wayne County 
High School and freshman 
outfielder Reagan Warren of 
Conehatta and Newton County 
High School, co-most improved 
players; Myers and sophomore 
outfielder Chance Whitten of 
Batesville and South Panola 
High School, co-recipients of 
the Jamie Clark Memorial 
Award for Baseball; and Whit-
ten, Scholar-Athlete Award. 
Whitten has signed to continue 
his career at Mississippi Col-
lege. 

Davis received the first Most 
Competitive Award.

ECCC Baseball Players  
Receive End of  Year Awards

special to the tom-tom

Several East Central Community Col-
lege softball players received team awards 
at the conclusion of the 2015 spring 
season.

Receiving team awards were: freshman 
shortstop Maegen Ellis of West Point and 
Oak Hill Academy, Baserunning Award; 
sophomore second baseman Mallory Turn-
er of Collinsville and West Lauderdale 
High School, Hustle Award; sophomore 
catcher Karoline Holsonback of Kennedy, 

Ala., and South Lamar High School, Most 
Improved; freshmen pitchers Lacey Hill 
of Kilbourne, La., and Kilbourne High 
School and Chloe Thaggard of Philadel-
phia and Leake Academy, co-recipients of 
the Pitching Award; freshman outfielder 
Katlyn Duke of Philadelphia and Neshoba 
Central High School, Most Outstanding 
Defense; freshman first baseman Maha-
lia Gibson of Hattiesburg and Oak Grove 
High School, Most Outstanding Offense 
and Most Valuable Player; and sophomore 
third baseman Anna Katherine Nowell of 

Philadelphia and Leake Academy, Lady 
Warrior Award.

The ECCC softball team finished the 
season with a 48-14 record and a second 
place finish in the 2015 National Junior 
College Athletic Association Division II 
Softball National Championship tourna-
ment.

The Lady Diamond Warriors are 
coached by Head Coach Kristin Chaney 
and Assistant Coach Courtney Nunn.

EC Softball Players Receive End of  Year Awards

special to the tom-tom

East Central Community 
College softball players Mae-
gen Ellis of West Point and 
Mahalia Gibson of Hattiesburg 
were named first team Mis-
sissippi Association of Com-
munity and Junior Colleges 
All-State for their play during 
the recently completed season.

Ellis and Gibson are mem-
bers of an ECCC team which 
finished runner up in the 
recent National Junior College 
Athletic Association Division 
II Softball National Champion-
ship. The second-place finish 
in the nation is the highest-
ever for the Decatur college’s 

softball program. East Central 
finished the season with a 48-
14 record.

Ellis, a freshman shortstop 
who prepped at Oak Hill Acad-
emy, hit .310 for East Central 
this spring, including 42 RBIs 
and a team-leading 61 runs 
scored.

Gibson, a freshman first 
baseman and a product of Oak 
Grove High School, batted 
.406 with 80 hits, including 24 
doubles and 52 RBIs, all team-
bests. She also was named to 
the NJCAA National Champi-
onship All-Tournament Team.

Ellis and Gibson tied for the 
team lead in home runs with 
11 each.

EC Softball Players Earn First Team All-State Honors

special to the tom-tom

Three members of the 
record-setting East Central 
Community College softball 
team were named to the Na-
tional Junior College Athletic 
Association Region 23 All-Re-
gion Team following the 2015 
season.

Mahalia Gibson of Hatties-
burg, Lacey Hill of Kilbourne, 
La., and Chloe Thaggard of 
Philadelphia were named All-
Region 23.

Gibson, a freshman first 
baseman and a product of Oak 
Grove High School, batted 
.406 with 80 hits, including 24 
doubles and 52 RBIs, all team 
bests. She tied for the team 
lead in home runs with 11 and 
had a .971 fielding average. 
Gibson also was named to the 

NJCAA Division II Softball 
National Championship All-
Tournament Team and Missis-
sippi Association of Commu-
nity and Junior Colleges First 
Team All-State.

Hill, a freshman pitcher 
who prepped at Kilbourne 
High School, was 25-9 on the 
mound for the Lady Diamond 
Warriors this season, with a 
2.4 earned run average and 
172 strikeouts in 215 innings 
pitched. She also was named 
to the NJCAA Division II Soft-
ball National Championship 
All-Tournament Team.

Thaggard, a freshman pitch-
er and product of Leake Acad-
emy, had a 23-5 record with a 
1.7 ERA and 173 strikeouts in 
178 innings on the mound.

The ECCC softball team 
finished the season with a 48-

14 record and a second place 
finish in the 2015 NJCAA 

Division II Softball National 
Championship tournament.

Three EC Softball Players Earn All-Region 23 Honors

 ellis Gibson

hill thaGGard
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Ben Cooley of Hattiesburg, a 
sophomore centerfielder on the 
East Central Community Col-
lege Diamond Warriors base-
ball team, was named to the 
2015 National Junior College 
Athletic Association Division II 
Baseball Gold Glove Team.

A product of South Jones 
High School, Cooley played 
errorless baseball in the out-
field this year for ECCC in 96 
chances. He was one of nine 
players total, and three out-
fielders, from across the nation 
to be selected for the 2015 Gold 
Glove Team.

In addition to his errorless 
play in centerfield, Cooley 
hit .331 for the Warriors this 
season, with 23 RBIs. He was 
named second team Mississippi 

Association of Community and 
Junior Colleges All-State.

He will continue his baseball 
career at the University of 
North Alabama.

Cooley Named to National Gold Glove Team

ECCC Golf Awards Recipient: East Central Community Col-
lege golf team member Zack Hammons, a product of Raleigh High 
School, received honors at the college’s 2015 Spring Sports Awards 
Banquet held recently on the Decatur campus. Hammons (right) 
received the Scholar Athlete and Most Valuable Player awards. He is 
pictured with Warrior Golf Coach Chris Clark. ECCC Vice President 
for Instruction Dr. Teresa Houston and Clark presented awards. 

special to the tom-tom

Nowell Receives ECCC Softball Scholar Athlete Award: Sopho-
more third baseman Anna Katherine Nowell, a product of Leake 
Academy, was recognized during East Central Community College’s 
2015 Spring Sports Awards Banquet held recently. Nowell (left) 
received the Scholar Athlete Award. She is pictured with Lady Dia-
mond Warrior Head Coach Kristin Chaney. ECCC Vice President for 
Instruction Dr. Teresa Houston and Chaney presented the award. 

special to the tom-tomO’Neill Honored for Service at ECCC: East Central Community 
College’s Adjunct Tennis Coach Dianne O’Neill of Decatur was 
honored during the college’s annual Spring Sports Awards Banquet 
held recently on the Decatur campus. O’Neill served as men’s and 
women’s adjunct tennis coach for eight years and announced her 
retirement following this season. She began serving the college as 
a volunteer assistant coach in 2007. O’Neill (left) is shown holding a 
plaque that was presented to her in recognition of her years of ser-
vice by Dean of Athletics and Personnel Services Chris Harris. 

special to the tom-tom

CooleY

eCCC homecoming: october 17 ~ 2:30 p.m.
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Warrior Scene
Scenes from ‘EC Day at the Fair’ 2015


